
Edgewood Municipal Code – Proposed Revisions 2/9/2023 

Title 11 SEWERS 

Page 1/54 

The Edgewood Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 22-642, passed December 27, 2022.  

 Title 11 

SEWERS 

Chapters: 

11.20    Sanitary Sewer Utility 

11.30    Sewer System General Provisions 

11.35    Sewer System Extensions and Connections 

11.36    Sewer Latecomer Agreements 

11.40    Connection Permits and Charges 

11.45    Side Sewers 

11.50    Discharges to the Sewer 

11.55    Private Disposal Systems 

11.60    Rates and Billing Procedures 

11.65    Violations and Enforcement 

11.70    Non-Core West Phase I Sewer Area 
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Chapter 11.20 

SANITARY SEWER UTILITY 

Sections: 

11.20.010    Utility created. 

11.20.020    Fund created. 

11.20.030    Authority. 

11.20.040    Sanitary sewer utility creation policies. 

11.20.010 Utility created. 

Pursuant to the authority contained in RCW 35.21.210 and 35.67.030, the city of Edgewood does hereby establish a 

sanitary sewer utility. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.20.020 Fund created. 

There is hereby created a sewer utility operating fund. All fees and charges related to the operation of the sewer 

utility shall be placed into this fund. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.20.030 Authority. 

The sewer utility shall be under the direction and control of the mayor. The mayor is authorized to delegate 

responsibilities for administration of the sanitary sewer utility to such other city employees as the mayor may from 

time to time direct. (Ord. 15-447 § 1 (Exh. A); Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.20.040 Sanitary sewer utility creation policies. 

Policies guiding the creation of the sewer utility are hereby established as follows: 

A. Growth and dDevelopment of the sanitary sewer utility shall be focused along the Meridian corridor. To help 

meet this policy, “sewer availability” shall mean, for those areas in Phase I (See Figure ES-1, general sewer plan), 

sewer is available from the date of the city council adoption of the general sewer plan. For those areas in Phase II, 

sewer is available 20 years after the date of the city council adoption of the general sewer plan. For those areas in 

Phase III, sewer service is available 50 years after the date of the city council adoption of the in accordance with the 

City’s current Comprehensive Plan and Ggeneral Ssewer Pplan. 

B. System extensions shall be paid for by the benefited parties. May be done through developer extension or 

formation of a local improvement district. 

1. Developer Extensions. 

a. Shall be paid for by the developer. 

b. Are subject to approval by the city council and require execution of a system extension agreement with 

the city. 

c. Reimbursement from other properties that later connect to and benefit from such extensions and/or 

improvements may be made at the sole discretion of the city, pursuant to Chapter 35.91 RCW and Chapter 

11.36 EMC. 

2. Local Improvement Districts. 

a. The initial 50 percent of estimated LID preformation costs shall be advanced by the proponents of the 

project. The remaining 50 percent of LID preformation costs shall be advanced by the city. The source of 

funds shall be the sewer utility fund via an interfund loan from the general fund. 

b. The proponents shall provide a petition requesting that the city council initiate the LID process by 

resolution. 
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c. To assess support of the project, the petition must be signed by the owners of property aggregating a 

majority of the area within the proposed district. 

d. The formation of a local improvement district shall be pursuant to Chapters 35.43 through 35.54 RCW 

and subject to approval by the city council. 

C. Sewer System Improvements Made by the City. 

1. When the city elects to make general improvements to the city’s sanitary sewer system, such improvements 

shall be paid for with connection and/or rate charges collected from users of the system. 

2. When the city elects to make improvements to the city’s sanitary sewer system that create a special benefit to 

properties, the city shall require the owners of those properties to pay for such improvements as a part of and in 

addition to normal connection charges and/or rate surcharges. 

D. Connection Required. 

1. Property Adjacent to a Developer Extension. When a sanitary sewer is extended, by a developer, to or past 

property not owned by said developer, the owner of such property shall not be required to connect to the sewer 

so extended. 

2. Property within an LID. Buildings on property within a local improvement district are required to be 

connected to the city’s sewer system and the property owner shall be required to pay all charges associated with 

such connection. 

3. Health Department Exception. An existing structure on property with sewer availability, fronted by the city’s 

sanitary sewer system, whose on-site sewage disposal system has failed and cannot be acceptably corrected or 

repaired, as determined by the Tacoma-Pierce County health department, shall be required to connect to said 

sewer system and the property owner shall be required to pay all charges associated with such connection. 

E. Side Sewers – Responsibility to Construct. Except as otherwise provided by this title, a new side sewer, from the 

right-of-way line or easement to the sewer main or submain, shall be constructed and paid for by the owner of the 

property on which the structure is served by the side sewer. 

F. Private Disposal System. 

1. Residential structures may connect to a private sewage disposal system; provided, that both of the following 

conditions must be met: 

a. A valid permit from the Tacoma-Pierce County health department is obtained; and 

b. The property is not located within the boundaries of a local improvement district. 

2. A new commercial, industrial, institutional or multifamily structure may connect to a private sewage disposal 

system; provided, that all of the following conditions must be met: 

a. A valid permit from the Tacoma-Pierce County health department is obtained; 

b. The property is not located within the boundaries of a local improvement district; and 

c. The property owner must agree in writing, as a condition to the issuance of the building permit, to 

disconnect from and remove said private sewage disposal system and connect to the city sanitary sewer 

system when it becomes available. (Ord. 19-542 § 3; Ord. 10-333 § 2; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.30 

SEWER SYSTEM GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sections: 

11.30.010    Purpose. 

11.30.020    Definitions. 

11.30.030    Authority. 

11.30.040    General sewer plan. 

11.30.050    Levels of service. 

11.30.060    Design and construction standards. 

11.30.070    Sewer availability. 

11.30.080    Sewer system capacity, record, and reservation. 

11.30.010 Purpose. 

This title sets forth the regulations under which the city of Edgewood sewer utility is managed and operated. It is 

intended to enable the director of public works to protect the public health in conformity with all applicable local, 

state and federal laws relating thereto. The objectives of this chapter are to: 

A. Provide for orderly planning of the utility. 

B. Develop and adopt appropriate levels of service. 

C. Develop standards for design and construction that will result in lower system operation and maintenance costs 

and a safe and healthy work environment. 

D. Provide for a variety of funding options for system extensions so that sewer service is able to may expand in 

accordance with the Comprehensive Plan and General Sewer Planwithin the planning framework, and all benefited 

properties pay their appropriate shares. 

E. Regulate new sewer system construction to be uniform and of high quality. 

F. Establish connection policies and procedures and the basis for connection charges and manner of collection. 

G. Regulate and control, at the source, the quality of wastewater that is discharged from the Edgewood sewer system 

to the receiving sewer system(s) so that it meets the regulations governing such sewer system(s). 

H. Provide for the use and regulation of septic tanks where appropriate. 

I. Provide for the establishment of equitable sewer rates and set forth billing procedures. 

J. Establish enforcement measures. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.020 Definitions. 

Definitions for words and phrases used in this title, except for the referenced sections of the Tacoma Municipal 

Code contained in Chapter 11.50 EMC, shall be found in this section; the Orange Book; Glossary, Water and 

Wastewater Control Engineering, Third Edition, American Public Health Association, 1980; or Webster’s New 

International Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged, Merriam-Webster Inc., 2002, and succeeding 

editions; with precedence in that order, unless from the context a different meaning is intended or unless different 

meaning is specifically defined and more particularly directed to the use of such words or phrases. Words whose 

context indicates a definition other than that given below are defined by their context. 

Definitions for words used in the Tacoma Municipal Code are found in TMC 12.08.010. 

The following words and phrases shall be defined as follows: 
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“Acceptance” means formal action, taken by resolution of the council, accepting improvements, made pursuant to a 

contract, for ownership and maintenance by the city. 

“Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)” means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of 

organic matter under standard laboratory procedures in five days at 20 degrees Celsius, expressed in parts per 

million or milligrams per liter (mg/l) by weight, using “Standard Methods,” Seventeenth Edition, together with 

amendments thereto, and subsequent editions. 

“Building” means a roofed and walled structure, both permanent and temporary, including appurtenances, such as 

open stairs, patios, and decks. 

“Building code” means the provisions of the International Building Code, 2003 Edition, International Code Council, 

as amended by the state of Washington, and amended and adopted by the city as described in EMC 15.05.030of 

Edgewood, as may be further amended, and as may be replaced by succeeding building codes. 

“Building sewer” means that part of the horizontal piping of a private sewer system which extends from the end of 

the building drain and which receives the wastewater from the building drain and conveys it to the side sewer or 

private disposal system and is regulated by the building department and plumbing code. 

“CIP” means capital improvement plan. 

“City” means the city of Edgewood. 

“Completion date” means the day all the work specified in the contract is completed and all the obligations of the 

contractor under the contract are fulfilled by the contractor. All documentation required by the contract and required 

by law must be furnished by the contractor before establishment of this date. 

“Comprehensive plan” means the city of Edgewood comprehensive plan as first adopted by the city council on June 

12, 2001, as amended on July 9, 2002, and as may be further amended. 

“Connection” means the physical connection of the building sewer to the side sewer. In the event a portion of the 

building sewer has been constructed with the side sewer, connection shall be deemed to occur when the two separate 

portions of the building sewer are connected. 

“Connection right” means the right of a property that has fulfilled all the requirements for connection to the city’s 

sewer system, as set forth in this title, to connect to that sewer system, subject to the conditions set for th in the 

connection permit and agreement. 

“Conveyance” means, primarily, the transport of sewage from one place to another with few or no connections, as in 

a sewer trunk or pump station force main. 

“Council” means the council of the city of Edgewood. 

“Cross-Connection Control Manual” means the Cross-Connection Control Manual, Accepted Procedure and 

Practice, Sixth Edition, published by the Pacific Northwest Section of the American Water Works Association, 

together with amendments thereto, and subsequent editions. 

“Design and Construction Standards” means the city’s book of design and construction standards of the city of 

Edgewood for public works projects and system extensions by developers as set forth in EMC 11.30.060. 

“Development” means construction of a building or other structure and site improvements, street and utility 

improvements, and subdivision of property. 

“Director” means the city’s of Edgewood director of public works or authorized representative. 

“DOE” means the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

“EMC” means the Edgewood Municipal Code. 
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“Equivalent residential unit (ERU)” means one single-family house, apartment unit, condominium unit, or 

townhouse unit. For nonresidential connections, an ERU is 250 gallons per day of wastewater, or one-half pound per 

day of total suspended solids, or one-half pound per day of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD). 

The determination of the number of ERUs required for nonresidential buildings shall be made pursuant to EMC 

11.40.070. 

“Frontage” means the side of the property, adjacent to the right-of-way or easement, containing the sewer or 

proposed sewer. 

“Fronted”. A property is fronted by a sewer when 10 feet or more of the right-of-way or easement containing a 

sewer is adjacent to a property line of that property and the sewer contained therein extends 10 feet or more past the 

nearest property line or extension thereof. If the right-of-way or easement ends at the subject property line and the 

sewer ends within 50 feet of said property line and is intended to never be extended past that point, the property 

shall be considered to be fronted by the sewer. 

“Fully fronted” means when a right-of-way or easement containing a city sewer is adjacent to and continuous along 

one or more full sides of a property. 

“GSP” means the city’s general sewer plan of the city of Edgewood. 

“Human occupation” means the use or intent of use of a building that includes part-time or full-time residency, 

employment, sports, entertainment, and commercial or other activity that requires the presence of plumbing fixtures 

as determined by the plumbing code. 

“IBC” means the 2003 International Building Code together with amendments thereto, and subsequent editions; see 

definition of “building code” in this section. 

“Improvements” means construction intended to or having the effect of increasing the value of real or personal 

property. 

“LID” means a local improvement district, a group of properties specially benefited by the construction of a local 

improvement, paid for, in whole or in part, by special assessments levied against said group of properties, 

established and authorized by the local legislative authority. 

“Local improvement” means an improvement or improvements owned or operated by a public corporation (RCW 

35.43.010). 

“Mayor” means the city’s of Edgewood mayor or authorized representative. 

“Orange Book” means Criteria for Sewage Works Design, Washington State Department of Ecology, December 

1998January 2022, together with amendments thereto, and subsequent editions. 

"OSS” means private on-site sewage system; also called “septic system”. 

“Owner” means the owner of the subject real property. If the owner is a corporation, partnership or an indisposed 

individual, proof of authority to sign on behalf of the owner shall be required. Such proof may include corporate 

bylaws, a signed and dated resolution of the board of directors, partnership agreement, power of attorney, or other 

written legal document acceptable to the city. 

“Phase I property” means a property within the Phase I boundaries as defined in the GSP. Phase II and Phase III 

properties are, likewise, defined in the GSP. 

“Physical completion date” means the day all of the work is physically completed on the project. All documentation 

required by the contract and required by law does not necessarily need to be furnished by the contractor by this date. 
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“Plumbing code” means the provisions of the Uniform Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition, IAPMO, as amended by the 

state of Washington and amended and adopted by the city of Edgewood, as may be further amended, and as may be 

replaced by succeeding plumbing codes as described in EMC 15.05.080. 

“Private disposal system” means a privately owned septic tank with drain field or other on-site wastewater treatment 

and disposal system; see also “OSS”. 

“RCW” means the Revised Code of Washington. 

"Receiving Jurisdiction” means Other City, County or Sewer District that receives wastewater from a portion of the 

City of Edgewood (e.g., City of Puyallup, Fife, Tacoma, Pierce County or Lakehaven Water and Sewer District). 

“Sewage” means wastewater that contains human waste. 

“Sewer,” also called “sanitary sewer,” means pipes and associated structures that exclusively carry wastewater.  

“Sewer availability” means the condition of a property of being permitted to connect to the city’s sewer system. See 

EMC 11.30.070. 

“Sewer lateral” means a sewer that has no other city sewers discharging into it. 

“Sewer main or trunk” means a sewer that receives wastewater from one or more submains. 

“Sewer service area” means that area lying within the corporate boundaries of the city of Edgewood designated for 

city sewer service pursuant to a comprehensive sewerage plan, approved in accordance with Chapters 36.93 and 

36.94 RCW. 

“Sewer submain” means a sewer that receives wastewater from one or more laterals. 

“Sewer system,” also called “sanitary sewer system,” means the aggregate of all the parts of a wastewater collection 

and treatment system including sewers, appurtenances, pump stations and treatment facilities. 

“Sewer utility” means the city’s of Edgewood sanitary sewer utility. 

“Side sewer” means that sewer, located within a city right-of-way or easement, between the city’s sewer main and 

the right-of-way or easement line, connecting to the building sewer and regulated by the public works department 

and this title. 

“Special event” means a commercial, entertainment, or sport activity or community service or civic event, held in or 

out-of-doors, on private or public property, or on public rights-of-way. 

“Standard Specifications” means the Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction, 

Washington State Department of Transportation, 2006, as amended, and replaced by succeeding editions.  

“Storm drain” means pipes and associated structures that carry surface water and exclude wastewater. 

“Structure” means something constructed, including, but not limited to, buildings, retaining walls, rockeries, 

sidewalks, patios, decks, constructed landscaping features, sheds, fences, and driveways. 

“Substantial completion date” means the day the director determines the improvements are fully functional from 

both operational and safety standpoints or that the city has full and unrestricted use and benefit of the facilities both 

from the operational and safety standpoint, and only minor incidental work, removal of temporary substitute 

facilities, correction, or repair remains for the physical completion of the total contract. 

“System extension” means capital improvements to the sewer system, including, but not limited to, extensions of 

sewer lines, and the construction of manholes, pump stations, other appurtenances and controls.  
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“Temporary portable toilet” means a self-contained, noncaustic chemical toilet equipped with a waste-receiving, 

chemical-holding container, housed in its own shelter. 

“TESC” means temporary erosion and sedimentation control. 

“TMC” means the Tacoma Municipal Code. 

"TPCHD” means the Tacoma – Pierce County Health Department. 

“ULID” means utility local improvement district, a group of properties specially benefited by the construction of a 

local water, sewer, or off-street parking facility improvement, financed by revenue bonds, paid for in whole or in 

part by revenues of the utility, established and authorized by the local legislative authority. 

“WAC” means the Washington Administrative Code. 

“Wastewater” means water that has been used for domestic or industrial purposes and contains or may contain 

suspended or dissolved solids from such use. 

“Work” means the provision of all labor, materials, tools, equipment, and everything needed to successfully 

complete a project according to the contract. (Ord. 15-447 § 1 (Exh. A); Ord. 10-333 § 8; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.030 Authority. 

The city of Edgewood sanitary sewer utility is established by this title in accordance with RCW 35.21.210 and 

35.67.030. Except as otherwise provided herein, the director of public works of the city of Edgewood shall 

administer, implement and enforce the provisions of this title. 

A. Applicability. This title shall apply to all persons and properties within the city of Edgewood and any person 

using, discharging to, or damaging the city’s sewer system inside or outside the city. 

B. Connection Charges and Rates. The authority to set and collect connection charges and monthly rates shall be in 

accordance with RCW 35.67.190, 35.92.020 and 35.92.025 and other applicable laws and regulations. 

C. Enforcement. The authority to lien property for delinquent and unpaid rates and other charges for sewer service 

shall be in accordance with RCW 35.67.200. The authority to issue citations and levy penalties for civil infractions 

shall be in accordance with Chapter 1.10 EMC, General Penalty. The authority to adopt ordinances and impose 

penalties for civil and criminal infractions thereof shall be in accordance with RCW 35A.11.020. 

D. Discharge Permits. The receiving jurisdictions that convey and/or treatoperates the wastewater treatment plant 

treating the city’s sewage shall be authorized to regulate and enforce the provisions of Chapter 11.50 EMC, and, 

pursuant to RCW 90.48.160, issue discharge permits within the city to operators of industrial and commercial 

operations, monitor discharges, inspect said industrial and commercial operations, and enforce discharge regulations 

promulgated by said jurisdiction. 

E. Inspection. The receiving jurisdictions, city, and theirits inspectors, and consultants shall have free access to and 

authority to observe, inspect, gather samples, and perform tests related to all city sewer system construction or other 

activity or use located on city property, the public rights-of-way, and city easements within and outside the city. 

Construction and all other activity or use, located on private property, authorized or regulated under this title shall be 

conditioned upon the right of the city, its inspectors, and consultants to enter upon such private property and 

authority to observe, inspect, gather samples, and perform tests related to all such construction or other activity or 

use. 

F. Stop Work. The receiving jurisdictions, city, and theirits inspectors, and authorized consultants shall have 

authority to stop work authorized or regulated under this title when such inspectors or consultants shall find that 

stopping the work is necessary to ensure compliance with approved plans, specifications, Design and Construction 

Standards, and Standard Specifications. 
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G. Uncover. The receiving jurisdictions, city, and theirits inspectors, and authorized consultants shall have authority 

to require that improvements or parts thereof, authorized or regulated under this title, must be uncovered or dug up 

and/or removed for inspection when: 

1. Such improvements require inspection; and 

2. No inspection has been made by the city; and 

3. Inadequate notice has been given by the owner or contractor requesting the inspection. 

H. Remove. The receiving jurisdictions, city, and theirits inspectors, and authorized consultants shall have authority 

to require that improvements or parts thereof, authorized or regulated under this title, that do not comply with 

approved plans, specifications, Design and Construction Standards, and Standard Specifications be removed from 

the project and be replaced. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.040 General sewer plan. 

As authorized by RCW 35.67.030, tThe council has adopted by ordinance (RCW 35.67.030) a general sewer plan 

(GSP) that sets the boundaries of the city’s sewer service area and guides the sewer utility as to the location and size 

of sewer mains, trunks, submains and pump stations. The GSP shall sets forth a detailed capital improvement plan 

(CIP) for 10 years and a general CIP for 20 years. The most recent edition of the Design and Construction Standards 

shall beare included in the GSP by reference. DOE approval of the GSP is required subject to RCW 90.48.110(3), 

WAC 173-240-030, 173-240-040, and 173-240-050. The GSP is a stand-alone technical plan, referenced here for 

consistency with the comprehensive plan, and maintained by the public works director. The GSPgeneral sewer plan 

will be updated in accordance with RCW 35.67.030 and, when required, modifications must be approved by the 

Department of Ecology. The planning commission shall provide recommendations on comprehensive plan policy 

updates consistent with the GSPgeneral sewer plan and EMCcity of Edgewood Municipal Code as needed for 

consistency. The GSP shall include those elements described in Section G1-2.4 of the Orange Book and WAC 

173-240-050. (Ord. 08-310 § 7; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.050 Levels of service. 

The director shall prepare and the council shall adopt levels of service for the operation and maintenance of the 

sewer utility. The base level of service shall be in compliance with Washington State law and DOE regulations. The 

adopted levels of service shall be used to set staffing requirements and budgets, and to evaluate the performance of 

the sewer utility. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.060 Design and construction standards. 

The director shall prepare and the council shall adopt by resolution design and construction standards for the sewer 

utility entitled Design and Construction Standards, which shall provide for administrative changes and variances. 

(Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.070 Sewer availability. 

A. Sewer availability is as defined in the EMC 11.30.020. The initial capacity of the sewer system, as determined by 

the method in EMC 11.30.080, is adequate only for build-out of Phase I properties. Expansion of sewer system 

capacity will be required before properties within Phase II will be provided sewer availability. Sewer availability for 

Phase II shall not occur until 20 years following adoption of the GSP. Sewer availability for Phase III properties 

shall not occur until 50 years following adoption of the GSP. 

B. The city will not provide sewer service outside its municipal boundary. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.30.080 Sewer system capacity, record, and reservation. 

A. The capacity of the city’s sewer system shall be determined as set forth in interlocal agreement(s) between the 

city and otherreceiving jurisdictions and as established in the GSPfor wastewater conveyance and treatment or by 

the design and construction of a wastewater treatment plant. The capacity shall be established in ERUs. The value of 

an ERU is as set forth in EMC 11.30.020. The sewer utility shall establish flow meters at all city discharge points 

and, from time to time, shall evaluate the correlation between the ERUs issued and the actual quality and quantity of 

sewage discharged. The value of an ERU and the number of remaining ERUs shall be adjusted, as necessary, to 
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reflect the actual values determined from said evaluation, by ordinance of the council and approval by the DOE, if 

required. 

B. The director shall keep a record of the sewer system capacity, and as connection permits are issued shall subtract 

the number of ERUs assigned to each permit and keep a balance of available ERUs. 

C. Sewer system capacity shall be reserved for properties within LIDs when the conditions set forth in subsection 

(F) of this section have been met. The director shall determine the amount and timing of capacity that can be 

reserved based on the capacity available at the time of the request, the scheduling of construction for expansion of 

capacity, and the amount of capacity demand in current competing requests for capacity. 

D. Sewer system capacity may be reserved for property whose owner is a contributing party to a system extension 

agreement when the conditions set forth in subsection (F) of this section have been met. 

E. Sewer system capacity may be reserved for new building construction, redevelopment, or changed use, when the 

conditions set forth in subsection (F) of this section have been met. 

F. Conditions for Sewer System Capacity Reservation. 

1. The owner enters into a sewer system capacity reservation agreement with the city; and 

2. A reservation charge, equal to one-half the current connection charge, has been paid; and 

3. The project application has been deemed to be complete; or 

4. If the property’s owner is a contributing party to a system extension agreement, the project application will 

be deemed complete, for the purposes of sewer system capacity, upon approval of the system extension 

agreement by the council. The owner may reserve system capacity, up to his predetermined share of system 

capacity, for that system extension project. 

G. System capacity may be so reserved for a period of five years, at which time the reservation will be automatically 

extinguished, unless the connection charge shall have been paid prior to the five-year anniversary date of the sewer 

system capacity agreement. The connection charge shall be that which is in effect at the time of such payment, less 

the reservation charge previously paid. 

H. Upon the reservation being so extinguished, the reservation charges, paid to reserve sewer system capacity, shall 

be forfeited and retained by the city. 

I. As consideration for continued reservation of sewer system capacity, monthly reservation charges equal to 

monthly sewer rates for that capacity shall commence upon full payment of the connection charge, and continue 

until a physical connection is actually made, or the reserved connection is extinguished or relinquished by action of 

the owner. 

J. When all available ERUs have been assigned to connections or reserved, no additional connection permits or 

reservations shall be issued. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.35 

SEWER SYSTEM EXTENSIONS AND CONNECTIONS 

Sections: 

11.35.010    DesignExtensions and connections – When required. 

11.35.020    Separate connection requiredion from water lines. 

11.35.030    City-owned sewage pump stations. 

11.35.040    Cross-connection control. 

11.35.050    PDesign plans and specifications. 

11.35.060    Easements. 

11.35.070    Construction. 

11.35.080    City projects. 

11.35.090    System extension agreements. 

11.35.100    Repealed. 

11.35.110    Repealed. 

11.35.010 DesignExtensions and connections – When required. 

A. All new / proposed structures and uses that are located within 300 feet of an existing sanitary sewer main and 

generate wastewater shall be required to extend the sanitary sewer main and connect to the sanitary sewer utility  in a 

manner consistent with the GSP. The horizontal distance shall be measured along a straight line from the existing 

sanitary sewer to the subject structure’s closest property line. If the subject property is not fully fronted by a sewer, 

the owner, as a condition of sewer service, shall be required to extend the city’s sewer to and across one full side of 

the property in accordance with the GSP. Nonrectangular and corner lots may be required to extend the sewer along 

two or more full sides as determined by the director. 

B. All existing structures that are located within 300 feet of an existing sanitary sewer main served by an OSS that 

has failed (as defined by TPCHD), or requires a permit from the TPCHD to repair the OSS for continued operations, 

shall be required to extend the sanitary sewer main and connect to the sanitary sewer utility in a manner consistent 

with the GSP. The horizontal distance shall be measured along a straight line from the existing sanitary sewer to the 

subject structure’s closest property line. 

C. Private Developer Extensions. If a new sanitary sewer main is installed by a private developer, and it is adjacent 

to a parcel with an existing structure served by an OSS, then the existing structure shall be required to connect to 

said sanitary sewer main: 

1. prior to any City permit approval that would result in increased use of the existing OSS beyond its currently 

approved capacity, 

2. prior to any City permit approval for any reclassification of use for the existing structure (ex., from 

residential to non-residential), 

3. if the existing OSS requires a repair that requires a permit from the TPCHD to maintain its function, or 

4. if the existing OSS is failing as defined by the TPCHD. 

D. City Capital Improvement Extensions. If a new sanitary sewer main is installed by the City, and it is adjacent to a 

parcel with an existing structure served by an OSS, then the existing structure shall be required to connect to said 

sanitary sewer main as follows: 

1. The existing OSS shall be assigned an age based on the date of the last permitted activity in TPCHD records, 

such as evidence of a completed installation or repair permit. 

2. The existing structure served by said OSS will not be required to connect to the new sanitary sewer main 

until the OSS’s age is at least fifteen (15) years. 
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3. Once the age of said OSS reaches fifteen (15) years, existing structures must connect to the sanitary sewer 

within 180 days. 

4. Regardless of the conditions above, existing structures must connect to the new sanitary sewer if the 

conditions listed under subsection B, above, are met. 

E. Dry Sewer Requirements. Any proposed subdivision located more than 300 feet from the nearest existing sanitary 

sewer must install dry sanitary sewer facilities, following current City of Edgewood Public Works Standards and 

Design Details. The horizontal distance shall be measured along a straight line from the existing sanitary sewer to 

the subject subdivision’s closest property line. Once the sanitary sewer utility is extended to the subject subdivision, 

the dry sanitary sewer facilities must be connected and all existing structures in the subject subdivision shall be 

connected to the utility consistent with subsection C above.Extensions to the sewer system shall be made in 

conformance with the GSP. 

All sewer system extensions shall be designed by a civil engineer licensed to practice engineering in the state of 

Washington. The design shall be in accordance with the Design and Construction Standards established pursuant to 

EMC 11.30.060, this title, the GSP, the Orange Book, and the Standard Specifications. 

In general, sewers shall be located below all other utilities in rights-of-way to provide the greatest opportunity for 

adjacent properties to connect thereto by gravity building sewer and side sewer, and minimize the opportunity for 

contaminating other utilities from leaks. Consideration for adequate cover and separation, potential sizing for water 

and storm drains, required slopes for side sewers, and adequate clearance for workers results in a minimum depth for 

gravity sewers, located in public rights-of-way, of 10 feet as measured from finished grade to sewer crown. This 

necessary depth shall be maintained unless the director finds, in writing, that after taking into consideration all the 

above, a shallower depth is justified. 

Manhole lids, located in the traveled way, shall be placed at lane lines or in the center of left-turn lanes. (Ord. 

06-271 § 1). 

11.35.020 Separate connection requiredion from water lines. 

 

A minimum horizontal separation of 10 feet between sanitary sewers and any potable water lines, and a minimum 

vertical separation of 18 inches between the bottom of the water line and the crown of the sewer, shall be 

maintained. The distances shall be measured outside edge to outside edge. 

When local conditions prevent the separations described above, the director may approve an alternative; provided, 

that no such alternative shall be less restrictive than that provided for in the Orange Book C1-9.1. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

A separate connection to the sewer utility shall be required for each building with plumbing fixtures unless 

otherwise approved by the director (see EMC 11.45.040(G) and (H)). 

11.35.030 City-owned sewage pump stations. 

Other than those shown in the GSP, new Ssewage pump stations shall be prohibited unless the director finds there is 

no reasonable alternative. Pump stations shall be designed and constructed in conformance with the Design and 

Construction Standards, this title, the Orange Book, and the Standard Specifications. Pump stations shall be 

designed and constructed to minimize operation and maintenance costs and employee exposure to health and safety 

hazards. Permanent on-site electric generators, with power generation adequate for full function of the pump station, 

shall be installed at every city sewage pump station. A force main shall discharge into a manhole and not directly 

into another force main or gravity sewer pipe. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.35.040 Cross-connection control. 

Sewage pump stations and all other sewer system elements with water service shall be required to meet the 

requirements of the water purveyor, the Cross-Connection Control Manual, and WAC 246-290-490. (Ord. 06-271 § 

1). 
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11.35.050 Design Pplans and specifications. 

The design plans and specifications for sewer system extensions and connections shall be prepared in accordance 

with the Design and Construction Standards, this title, the GSP, the Orange Book, and the Standard Specifications. 

(Ord. 06-271 § 1). All sewer system extensions shall be designed by a civil engineer licensed to practice engineering 

in the state of Washington. 

In general, sewers shall be located below all other utilities in rights-of-way to provide the greatest opportunity for 

adjacent properties to connect thereto using gravity building sewers and side sewers, minimizing the opportunity for 

contaminating other utilities from leaks. Consideration must be taken in design to ensure adequate cover and 

separation, sizing for water mains and storm drains, required slopes for side sewers, and adequate clearance for 

workers. Manhole lids located in the traveled way shall not be placed in vehicle wheel paths wherever practicable. 

11.35.060 Easements. 

All sewer system easements shall be in a form as provided and approved by the city. or as approved by the city prior 

to negotiation, The city must be reviewed and approved all easements prior to execution, and shall require written 

acceptance by the city is required prior to recording the easement. The director may, in his/their sole discretion, by 

written approval waive any of the easement requirements set forth in this section upon the director’s written 

determination that such waiver would not adversely affect the city’s interests. 

A. Permanent Easements. 

1. The purpose(s) for the easement and the permitted activities shall be stated in the easement document. 

2. All sewers shall be located in dedicated rights-of-way or easements. The minimum width of an easement 

shall be 20 feet plus two feet for every foot of sewer depth over 10 feet, unless otherwise approved by the 

director. 

3. All-weather access improvements, capable of being negotiated by a fully loaded vactor truck (H-20 load), 

shall be provided to every manhole, air-vac relief station, pigging port or other appurtenance requiring 

maintenance access. 

4. City access to and across the easement shall be unrestricted. Buildings, trees, parked vehicles, and all other 

structures, except as otherwise provided herein, shall be prohibited within easements. Private driveways may be 

located within city easements. In the event the director determines that private fencing across an easement is 

necessary and reasonable, such fencing may be permitted; provided, that double-leaf gates with a nominal 

width of 20 feet are provided at fence crossings. The owner may install only landscaping improvements that 

have been approved by the city. 

5. Easements shall be maintained by the city to city standards. Landscaping improvements installed by the 

owner shall be maintained by the owner. The city may cut back or remove landscaping improvements, as it 

deems necessary. The city shall have no obligation to repair or replace landscaping improvements that have 

been damaged or removed. 

6. The city shall have the right to issue permits to third parties to operate and maintain side sewers within the 

easement. 

73. Pump stations shall be located only on city-owned property that has been deeded to the city unless 

otherwise approved by the director. Easements for pump stations shall be unrestricted and exclusive.  

B. Temporary Easements. Temporary easements obtained for construction, staging, storage, or temporary access 

shall: 

1. Identify use or uses in the easement document; 

2. Set the term and provide for extensions thereto; 

3. Contain specific conditions for restoration and a one-year warranty for such restoration; 
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4. Contain provision for the owner to inspect the condition of the easement property following completion of 

restoration; and 

5. Provide for the owner’s release following such inspection. (Ord. 09-317 § 2; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.35.070 Construction. 

All construction shall be in conformance with the Design and Construction Standards, this title, the GSP, the Orange 

Book, and the Standard Specifications. Contractors shall have a current and valid state of Washington contractor’s 

license and a city of Edgewood business license. Construction shall not commence until a preconstruction 

conference, meeting the requirements set forth in the Design and Construction Standards, has occurred and 

applicable permit(s) have been issued. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.35.080 City projects. 

Nonemergency sewer system extension projects constructed with city public funds shall first be identified in the 

GSP and included in the city’s CIP. Such projects shall be paid for with connection and/or rate charges from users of 

the sewer system together with any grants and loans that may be obtained. 

All city sewer system extension projects must meet the bidding requirements of the city’s purchasing policy and 

RCW 35.23.352. All city sewer system extension projects are public works projects and are subject to prevailing 

wage requirements as set forth in State law and Standard Specifications 1-07.9. 

The following are additional requirements of all city sewer system extension projects: 

A. Contract Bond. The contractor shall provide the city with a contract bond in conformance with Standard 

Specifications 1-03.4 as amended by Chapter 1-99. The contract bond shall remain in full force and effect until 

released in writing by the city. 

B. Insurance. The contractor shall obtain and maintain in full force and effect from the date of approval of the 

contract to the date of city acceptance, public liability and property damage insurance in accordance with Standard 

Specifications, Section 1-07.18, as amended by Chapter 1-99. A certificate of insurance shall be supplied to the city 

that shall include all subcontractors, the city, and engineer as additional insured. 

C. Indemnification. The contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold the city harmless from all claims, demands, 

losses, and liabilities to or by the contractor or third parties arising from, related to, or connected with services 

performed, or to be performed, under or associated with the contract, the contractor, or other third parties, regardless 

of whether such claim or suit alleges or another entity contends that the contractor or third party was independently 

or concurrently negligent. Said defense and indemnity obligations shall arise specifically, but not exclusively, with 

respect to any claim or suit arising out of circumstances where any employee or agent of the contractor suffers 

personal injuries during the performance of the work by the contractor or third parties. 

D. Retainage. Five percent of progress payments shall be retained in accordance with Standard Specifications 

1-9.9(1). 

E. Inspection. Inspection and control of the work shall be as set forth in Chapter 1-05, Standard Specifications, as 

amended by Chapter 1-99. 

F. Substantial Completion. The director shall establish the substantial completion date as may be required by the 

contract. 

G. Physical Completion. The contractor shall notify the city and request final inspection in writing when the 

contractor considers the work, including final cleanup and all extra work, physically complete. The city’s inspector 

will prepare a punch list of required corrections that must be completed prior to final inspection. If the inspector 

finds that the work has not been completed, the contractor will be so notified and no punch list will be prepared until 

the work is complete. When all punch list corrections have been made, the city’s inspector will make the final 

inspection and establish a written date of completion. 

All documentation required by the project and required by law does not necessarily need to be furnished by the 

contractor for physical completion. 
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H. Completion. Following physical completion and receipt of all required documentation, the director shall make a 

dated finding of completion confirming that all the following have been received by the director:  

1. Final contract voucher as described in Standard Specifications 1-09.9. 

2. Complete test and video records demonstrating acceptable results. 

3. Final inspection report, completed and signed by the inspector. 

4. Complete and legible as-built information recorded in indelible pencil or ink on a fresh set of city-approved 

improvement plans. The content and form of such recorded as-built information is subject to approval by the 

director. 

5. Five complete sets of manufacturer’s operation and maintenance manuals for all mechanical equipment. 

6. Copies of all temporary easement restoration releases. 

7. Copies of all Labor and Industries approved affidavits of prevailing wages paid forms in conformance with 

Standard Specifications 1-07.9(5) for the contractor and all subcontractors. 

8. Washington State Department of Revenue certificate showing that all contract-related taxes have been paid 

(RCW 60.28.050). 

9. A copy of the Department of Labor and Industries release with respect to the payment of industrial insurance 

and medical aid premiums (see Standard Specifications 1-07.10). 

10. A certificate of payment, signed by the contractor and notarized, that all project employees, suppliers and 

subcontractors have been paid in full and that the project is free of liens. In the event that a lien or liens have 

been filed, copies of the lien releases shall be attached to the certificate of payment. 

11. The contractor shall provide a written warranty guaranteeing all equipment, materials, and workmanship to 

be free of defects for a period of two years from the date of completion. 

I. Maintenance Bond. Following completion of work and prior to city acceptance of the system extension, the 

contractor shall provide the city with a maintenance bond warranting the system extension improvements as set forth 

in the Design and Construction Standards. The amount of the bond shall be 20 percent of the cost of construction, 

but not less than $5,000. 

The maintenance bond shall also guarantee that the surety shall indemnify, defend and protect the city against any 

claim of direct or indirect loss resulting from the failure of the contractor or any of the employees, contractors, 

subcontractors, or lower tier subcontractors of the contractor to pay all laborers, mechanics, contractors, 

subcontractors, material person, or any person who provides labor, supplies, or provisions for carrying out the work. 

The maintenance bond shall remain in effect until released by the city. Two years following acceptance, the city will 

inspect the improvements, upon request by the contractor, and issue a correction notice, as required. Following 

acceptable correction of all deficiencies, if any, the city will release the maintenance bond in writing. 

J. Acceptance. Acceptance of the improvements shall be by resolution of the council. The dated finding of 

completion shall be attached to said resolution, together with a copy of the maintenance bond. 

K. Record Drawings. The director shall cause the design engineer to prepare record drawings which shall consist of 

a compilation of all the as-built information from the contractor and the inspector on one set of Mylar plans together 

with an electronic copy of medium and format, as defined in the Design and Construction Standards. 

L. Retainage Release. Retainage shall be released 60 days after the date of completion. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). Commented [JM26]: Deleting standard and customary 
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11.35.090 System extension agreements. 

The city may contract with owners of real estate in the city for the construction of sewer facilities as provided in 

Chapter 35.91 RCW. Permission to extend the city’s sewer system is subject to council approval. The system 

extension agreement shall be subject to all of the following: 

A. Application and Contract. The application and contract shall contain, at a minimum, all of the following: 

1. Name, address and telephone number of the owner. 

2. Legal description of owner’s property as well as the street address, if any, and the tax account number. 

3. The project location shall be given in words and shown on a map. 

4. The project description in words. 

5. Duties of the owner. 

6. Duties of the city. 

7. Sewer capacity reservation. 

8. The term of the system extension agreement. 

9. Conditions of acceptance. 

10. Signatures of the owner and mayor. 

11. Reference to the council resolution authorizing the contract. 

12. Notary forms. 

13. Attachments: 

a. Legal description(s). 

b. The plans and specifications. 

c. Copies of fully executed third party easements. 

d. A completed calculation sheet for fees and charges. 

e. Proof of signature authority. 

f. A reimbursement agreement, if approved by the council. 

B. Owner. Only an owner of real estate within the city may enter into a system extension agreement with the city. 

C. Plans and Specifications. The plans and specifications, as approved by the director, shall be a part of and 

incorporated into the system extension agreement by reference. Plans and specifications may be prepared and 

submitted for approval after the system extension agreement is approved. 

D. Easements. When sewer system improvements are planned on or across property of the owner, and outside of 

dedicated rights-of-way or other city sewer easements, the owner shall grant easements, meeting the requirements of 

EMC 11.35.060, for such improvements in favor of the city. 

E. Third Party Easements. When sewer system improvements are planned on or across property other than that of 

the owner, and outside of dedicated rights-of-way or other city sewer easements, the owner shall obtain easements 

for such improvements in favor of the city. Such easements shall meet the requirements set forth in EMC 11.35.060 

and be obtained prior to city execution of the agreement. 
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F. Term. The term for a system extension agreement shall be one year. The term may be extended for one additional 

year upon written application by the owner. Further extensions of six months each may be granted by the director 

upon a showing of reasonable progress of the project. 

G. Sewer System Capacity. A system extension agreement will be approved only if there is adequate reserve 

capacity available for the project. Sewer system capacity will be reserved, as set forth in EMC 11.30.080, only upon 

a complete project application. The project application will be deemed complete for the purposes of sewer system 

capacity, relative to a system extension, upon approval of the system extension agreement by the council.  

H. Fees and Charges. The amount of all fees and charges for system extensions shall be set by resolution of the 

council. The following fees and charges shall be paid to the city prior to approval of the system extension 

agreement: 

1. Application Fee. The application fee shall cover the cost of administrative processing. 

2. Plan Check Costs. The owner shall be required to pay the full costs of the city’s consultant plus 10 percent 

for administration costs. The initial plan check costs shall be the estimated consultant costs plus 10 percent. In 

the event the plan check is performed by city staff, the plan check costs shall be the fee set by the council.  

3. Inspection Costs. The owner shall be required to pay the full costs of the city’s consultant plus 10 percent for 

administration costs. The initial inspection deposit shall be the estimated consultant costs plus 10 percent. In 

the event the inspection is performed by city staff, the inspection costs shall be the fee set by the council.  

4. Mapping Fee. The mapping fee shall cover the costs of updating the city’s GIS maps and maps for the 

reimbursement agreement record drawings. 

5. Maintenance Bond Release Inspection Fee. Prior to releasing the maintenance bond, the city will inspect the 

improvements and restoration of the system extension. This inspection fee shall cover those costs. 

6. Sewer Capacity Reservation Charge. The sewer capacity reservation charge provided for in EMC 11.30.080 

shall be a nonrefundable incremental payment toward connection charges. 

I. Performance Bond. The owner shall provide the city with a performance bond, in the amount of 150 percent of the 

engineer’s estimate, for faithful completion of the improvements set forth in the system extension agreement within 

the prescribed time. The performance bond shall be delivered to the city prior to the preconstruction conference. 

The performance bond shall: 

1. Be on a city-furnished form. 

2. Be signed by an approved surety (or sureties) that: 

a. Is registered with the Washington State Insurance Commissioner; and 

b. Appears on the current Authorized Insurance List in the state of Washington published by the Office of 

the Insurance Commissioner. 

3. Guarantee that the surety shall indemnify, defend and protect the city against any claim of direct or indirect 

loss resulting from the failure: 

a. Of the owner, or any of the employees, contractors, subcontractors, or lower tier subcontractors of the 

owner to faithfully perform the system extension agreement; or 

b. Of the owner or any of the employees, contractors, subcontractors, or lower tier subcontractors of the 

owner to pay all laborers, mechanics, contractors, subcontractors, material person, or any person who 

provides labor, supplies, or provisions for carrying out the work. 
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4. Reimburse the city for the costs of completing the work in the event the owner or the owner’s contractor fails 

to do so within the terms of the system extension agreement. 

5. Remain in full force and effect until released in writing by the city. 

J. Insurance. The owner shall obtain and maintain in full force and effect, from the date of approval of the system 

extension agreement to the date of city acceptance, public liability and property damage insurance in accordance 

with Standard Specifications, Section 1-07.18, as amended by Chapter 1-99. A certificate of insurance shall be 

supplied to the city that shall include the city, contractor, and engineer as additional insured and be submitted with 

the system extension application and agreement prior to city approval. 

K. Indemnification. The owner shall defend, indemnify and hold the city harmless from all claims, demands, losses, 

and liabilities to or by the contractor or other third parties arising from, related to, or connected with services 

performed, or to be performed, under or associated with this agreement by the owner, the contractor, or other third 

parties, regardless of whether such claim or suit alleges, or another entity contends, that the contractor or other third 

party was independently or concurrently negligent. Said defense and indemnity obligations shall ar ise specifically, 

but not exclusively, with respect to any claim or suit arising out of circumstances where any employee or agent of 

the contractor suffers personal injuries during the performance of the work by the contractor, owner, or other third 

parties. 

L. Inspection. Quality control is the responsibility of the owner. The city shall not be responsible to the owner nor 

assume any special duty for materials, workmanship or construction method used or incorporated into the project.  

The construction shall be subject to observation and inspection by city staff or its consultant. When work or 

materials are observed that do not meet the requirements of the plans and specifications, as approved by the city, the 

inspector shall issue a correction notice in writing to the owner’s field representative. Failure to take appropriate 

corrective action may result in a stop work order. Failure to correct faulty materials or workmanship may result in 

refusal by the city to accept the improvements or the city may stop work permanently and complete the work with 

its own contractor under the terms of the performance bond. 

M. Completion of Work. Following establishment of substantial completion, the contractor shall notify the city and 

request final inspection in writing when the contractor considers the work physically complete. The city’s inspector 

will prepare a punch list of required corrections that must be completed prior to physical completion. If the inspector 

finds that the work is not substantially complete, the contractor will be so notified and no punch list will be prepared 

until the work is substantially complete. 

N. Maintenance Bond. Following completion of work and prior to city acceptance of the system extension, the 

owner shall provide the city with a maintenance bond warranting the system extension improvements in accordance 

with the Design and Construction Standards. The amount of the bond shall be 20 percent of the cost of construction, 

but not less than $5,000. 

The maintenance bond shall also guarantee that the surety shall indemnify, defend and protect the city against any 

claim of direct or indirect loss resulting from the failure of the owner or any of the employees, contractors, 

subcontractors, or lower tier subcontractors of the owner to pay all laborers, mechanics, contractors, subcontractors, 

material person, or any person who provides labor, supplies, or provisions for carrying out the work. 

The maintenance bond shall remain in effect until released by the city. Two years following acceptance,  the city will 

inspect the improvements upon request by the owner and issue a correction notice, if necessary. Following 

acceptable correction of all deficiencies, if any, the city will release the maintenance bond in writing. 

O. Acceptance. Acceptance of the improvements shall be by resolution of the council. It shall be the responsibility 

of the owner to deliver all of the following documents to the director. The director shall make a dated finding of 

completion, which shall be entered on said resolution, confirming that all the following have been received by the 

director. The council will not accept the system extension until the finding of completion has been made. 

1. Complete test and video records demonstrating acceptable results. 
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2. Final inspection report, completed and signed by the inspector. 

3. The owner shall cause the design engineer to prepare record drawings, which shall consist of a compilation 

of all the as-built information from the contractor and the inspector. One set of Mylar record drawings together 

with an electronic copy of medium and format, as defined in the Design and Construction Standards, shall be 

delivered to the director. 

4. Five complete sets of operation and maintenance manuals as may be defined and required in the special 

provisions of the approved construction documents. 

5. All required easements, fully executed and recorded, and copies of all temporary easement restoration 

releases. 

6. Washington State Department of Revenue certificate showing that all contract-related taxes have been paid 

(RCW 60.28.050). 

7. A certificate of payment, signed by the contractor and notarized, that all project employees, suppliers and 

subcontractors have been paid in full, and that the project is free of liens. In the event that a lien or liens have 

been filed, copies of the lien releases shall be attached to the certificate of payment. 

8. The owner shall provide a written warranty guaranteeing all equipment, materials, and workmanship to be 

free of defects for a period of two years from the date of completion. 

9. Maintenance bond. 

10. Bill of sale, as described in the Design and Construction Standards. 

11. Full payment of all fees and charges. (Ord. 15-447 § 1 (Exh. A); Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.35.100 Reimbursement agreements. 

Repealed by Ord. 19-542. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.35.110 Local improvement districts. 

Repealed by Ord. 14-421. (Ord. 14-411 § 1; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.36 

SEWER LATECOMER AGREEMENTS 

Sections: 

11.36.010    Purpose. 

11.36.020    Definitions. 

11.36.030    Mandatory requirements for latecomer agreements. 

11.36.040    Conditions imposed on and included in latecomer agreements. 

11.36.050    Procedure for processing request. 

11.36.060    Notice – Hearing – Consideration by city council. 

11.36.070    Approval and acceptance of facilities. 

11.36.080    Recording required. 

11.36.090    Duration of agreement, extensions. 

11.36.100    Reimbursement to owner. 

11.36.110    Prohibition on unauthorized connections, enforcement. 

11.36.120    City or county participation in latecomer agreements. 

11.36.130    No city liability. 

11.36.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to implement Chapter 35.91 RCW and to describe the process for a 

developer/property owner, or the city of Edgewood, to fund the construction of certain sewer facilities, and then to 

be reimbursed by property owners who subsequently connect to or use the sewer facilities. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. 

A)). 

11.36.020 Definitions. 

The definitions set forth in this section shall apply throughout this chapter: 

A. “Cost of construction” means the cost incurred by the owner/developer for design, acquisition of right-of-way 

and/or easements, permit and plan review fees, construction (including materials and installation), as required in 

order to install/construct the sewer facilities in accordance with all applicable laws, ordinances and standards, 

including the city’s public works standards. The cost of construction shall be documented in writing by the 

owner/developer on final invoices or other documents showing the amounts actually paid by the owner/developer. 

B. “Developer” or “owner” means a property owner or authorized agent of the property owner who may construct a 

sewer facility, and desires a latecomer agreement under the terms and conditions set forth in this chapter. The city of 

Edgewood may be a “developer” or “owner” under this chapter. 

C. “Latecomer agreement” means a written contract between the city and an owner/developer providing for the 

partial reimbursement of the cost of constructing the sewer facilities (the “fair pro rata share” as provided in RCW 

35.91.050). The latecomer agreement shall be a contract approved as to form by the city attorney. Where the city 

constructs sewer facilities under a latecomer agreement, the agreement may provide for the total reimbursement of 

the cost of construction of the sewer facilities. 

D. “Latecomer fee” means a charge collected by the city, whether separately stated or as part of a connection fee for 

providing access to the city’s sewer system, against a real property owner who connects to or uses a sewer facility 

subject to a latecomer agreement created under this chapter and Chapter 35.91 RCW. 

E. “Latecomer” means a property owner not a party to a duly executed and recorded latecomer agreement, who did 

not contribute to the original cost of the facilities, and who: (1) owns property in the area benefited by such 

agreement; (2) seeks to connect to the sewer facilities constructed under the latecomer agreement within the time 

frame established in the agreement; and (3) may only do so by making payment to the city of his/her pro rata share 

of the cost of construction. 

F. “Sewer facilities” means storm, sanitary, or combination sewers, pumping stations and disposal plants, reservoirs 

or appurtenances. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 
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11.36.030 Mandatory requirements for latecomer agreements. 

A. Requirements. At the owner/developer’s request, the city must contract with the owner of real estate for the 

construction or improvement of sewer facilities that the owner elects to install solely at the owner’s expense, as long 

as such contract is consistent with this chapter and all of the following conditions are satisfied:  

1. The latecomer agreement must be for the construction of sewer facilities in locations where the city’s 

ordinances require such facilities to be improved or constructed as a prerequisite to further property 

development; and 

2. The sewer facilities must be consistent with all applicable comprehensive plans and development regulations 

of the municipalities through which the facilities will be constructed or will serve; and 

3. The sewer facilities to be constructed or improved must be included in the city of Edgewood’s 

GSPcomprehensive plan. Unless the city provides written notice to the owner of its intent to request 

comprehensive plan approval for the facilities, the owner must request comprehensive plan approval for the 

sewer facility; and 

4. The sewer facilities to be constructed may not be located outside the city’s corporate limits1. If Pierce 

County is a party to the latecomer agreement, the sewer facilities may not be located outside Pierce County; 

and 

5. The latecomer agreement shall meet all of the conditions required by the city under this chapter, and shall be 

filed and recorded against the affected properties with the county auditor and as provided in EMC 11.36.080; 

and 

6. The owner/developer’s request shall be submitted within 120 days of the completion of the sewer facility and 

prior to approval and acceptance of the sewer facility by the city for ownership and maintenance; and 

7. The total cost of the construction of the sewer facility must be submitted to city by the owner/developer no 

more than 120 days of the completion of the sewer facility. 

B. Rejection of Requests Not in Compliance. The city shall reject requests made by developer/owners that are not in 

compliance with this section. Such requests are not subject to project permit processing, under RCW 36.70B.140. 

(Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.040 Conditions imposed on and included in latecomer agreements. 

Every latecomer agreement shall include the following conditions: 

A. The sewer facility shall be constructed by the developer/owner according to plans and specifications approved by 

the city; 

B. The sewer facility shall be inspected and approved for ownership and maintenance by the city; 

C. The developer/owner shall transfer the sewer facility to the city with a bill of sale, without cost to the city, at the 

time the city approves the facility for ownership and maintenance; 

D. The developer/owner shall fully comply with all of the owner’s obligations under the latecomer agreement and 

the applicable city rules and regulations; 

E. The developer/owner shall provide sufficient security to the city to ensure completion of the sewer faci lity and 

compliance with other performance measures under the contract; 

 
1 The language from RCW 35.91.020 regarding facilities being located “within ten miles of the municipality’s corporate limits” 

is not included herein, as the city of Edgewood does not currently have an urban growth area and all areas abutting the city’s 

corporate limits are served by other agencies. 
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F. The developer/owner shall pay all of the city’s costs associated with the sewer facility including, but not limited 

to, engineering, legal and administrative costs; 

G. The city shall verify and approve all contracts and cost of construction related to the sewer facility; 

H. The agreement shall provide that the owner and/or the owner’s assigns shall be entitled to a pro rata share of the 

fees received by the city from property owners who did not contribute to the original cost of the facilities but who 

subsequently connect to the facilities, as reimbursement for the costs of the sewer facilities constructed and installed 

in accordance with the agreement; 

I. The agreement shall include a provision requiring that, every two years from the date the agreement was executed, 

the developer/owner entitled to reimbursement shall provide the municipality with information regarding the current 

contact name, address and telephone number of the person, company, or partnership that originally entered into the 

latecomer agreement. If the owner fails to comply with the notification requirements of this subsection within 60 

days of the specified time, then the contracting municipality may collect any reimbursement funds owed to the 

property owner under the agreement. The funds collected under this subsection must be deposited in the capital fund 

of the municipality; and 

J. The agreement shall provide that all latecomer fees received by the city for sewer facilities constructed by a 

developer/owner shall be paid to the developer/owner or his/her assigns within 60 days of the receipt of such fees. 

(Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.050 Procedure for processing request. 

A. Owner’s Responsibilities. 

1. Deadline for Submission of Request. Within 120 days of the completion of the sewer facilities, the owners of 

the real estate must provide the city with the total cost of construction of the sewer facility actually paid by the 

owner. The city will not accept written estimates in determining the cost of construction. In the event of a 

disagreement between the city and the developer/owner concerning the cost of the construction of the sewer 

facilities, the city public works director’s decision shall be final. This information on the cost of construction 

shall be used by the city as the basis for determining reimbursements by future users who benefit from the 

sewer facility, but who did not contribute to the original cost of the sewer facilities. 

2. Recommendation by Owner of Pro Rata Share. The amount of the pro rata share to be paid under the 

latecomer agreement shall be recommended by the owner, so that each property within the latecomer 

assessment reimbursement area (including the property owned by the developer/owner) will be assessed a share 

of the costs of the improvements proportional to the benefits which accrue to the property. The methodology 

utilized in calculating the amount of the pro rata share shall be the responsibility of the owner. For example, the 

method of assessment permitted for local improvement district assessment, including, but not limited to, the 

front-foot method, the zone and termini method, and square footage method, may be proposed. 

B. City Public Works Director’s Responsibilities. 

1. Recommendation to City Council. The city public works director shall determine whether a request for a 

latecomer agreement satisfies the requirements in EMC 11.36.030 and this chapter. The director’s 

recommendation to the city council shall include, but not be limited to, his/her analysis on the following 

factors: 

a. Whether the sewer facilities are consistent with the applicable comprehensive plan(s) and development 

regulations; and 

b. Whether the preliminary determination of the boundaries of the latecomer assessment reimbursement 

area, based upon the identification of parcels who may subsequently connect to or use the facilities, 

including through laterals and branches connecting thereto; and 
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c. Whether the developer/owner’s receipts and invoices relating to the cost of construction of the sewer 

facilities are reasonable and accurate and have been verified by the public works director in the 

“Engineer’s Estimate,” which shall include separate itemizations of costs; and 

d. Whether the pro rata share calculated by the developer/owner ensures that each property subject to the 

latecomer fee will pay a fair pro rata share of the costs of the improvements as determined by any 

appropriate method, including but not limited to determining the total capacity of the sewer improvements 

expressed in equivalent residential units (ERUs) and dividing the total cost by the number of ERUs 

created by construction or added by improvement of the sewer facility. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.060 Notice – Hearing – Consideration by city council. 

A. Upon receipt of the public works director’s recommendation as provided in EMC 11.36.050(B), the city shall 

prepare a latecomer agreement (based on EMC 11.36.030) for inclusion in the council agenda. 

B. At least 10 days prior to the city council public hearing, individual notice shall be sent to the owners of property 

located within the preliminary boundaries of the latecomer assessment reimbursement area, as these property owners 

are identified in the records of the county assessor. This notice shall state that the city council will be holding a 

public hearing for the purpose of allowing public testimony and submission of evidence in order to consider the 

execution of the latecomer agreement with the developer/owner, establish the final boundaries of the latecomer 

reimbursement area, and establish the proposed pro rata share. The notice shall reference this chapter, include the 

date and time scheduled for the public hearing before the city council, and shall be forwarded by certified mail to the 

property owners of record within the proposed latecomer reimbursement area. 

C. The city council shall consider the request for a latecomer agreement in a public hearing, together with the public 

works director’s recommendation, all application materials, all submitted evidence and public testimony. The city 

council shall make the final determination whether the request satisfies the criteria set forth in this chapter and, as 

specified in Chapter 35.91 RCW, the council shall approve the latecomer agreement. The council’s decision on the 

method for determining the pro rata share used to calculate the latecomer fee and the latecomer fee shall be final. 

The fair pro rata share of the cost of the sewer facilities attributable to the owner’s property shall be deducted from 

the cost of construction. 

D. If approved, the final determination of the boundaries of the latecomer reimbursement area and pro rata share 

shall be included in an ordinance, which shall authorize the mayor to sign the latecomer agreement. The ordinance 

and all attachments shall be recorded against the affected properties as provided in EMC 11.36.080. (Ord. 19-542 § 

2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.070 Approval and acceptance of facilities. 

Upon the completion of sewer facilities pursuant to a latecomer agreement and all applicable codes and development 

regulations, the city council shall be authorized to approve their construction and accept the sewer facilities for 

ownership and maintenance. The city may then charge for their use such sewer rates that the city is authorized by 

law to establish. All further maintenance and operation costs shall be borne by the city. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.080 Recording required. 

After the final latecomer reimbursement pro rata fee has been established as provided in EMC 11.36.060, the 

agreement shall be recorded with the Pierce County auditor. The provisions of the latecomer agreement may not be 

effective as to any owner of real estate not a party thereto unless the latecomer agreement has been recorded against 

the affected property in the office of the county auditor of the county in which the real estate of the owner is located, 

prior to the time the owner taps into or connects to the sewer facilities. It shall be the sole responsibility of the 

developer/owner (or the city, if the city is the beneficiary of the latecomer fee) to record the latecomer agreement. 

Within 30 days after receipt of evidence that the latecomer agreement has been recorded, the public works director 

shall ensure that a notice of additional sewer connection charges has been recorded with the Pierce County auditor’s 

office, as required by RCW 65.08.170. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.090 Duration of agreement, extensions. 

The latecomer agreement shall provide for the pro rata reimbursement to the owner or the owner’s assigns for 20 

years. The agreement may provide for an extension of the 20-year reimbursement period for a time not to exceed the 

effective date of any moratorium, phasing ordinance, concurrency designation or other governmental action that 
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prevents making applications for, or obtaining approval of, any new development within the benefit area for a period 

of six months or more. If the latecomer agreement is extended pursuant to this section, the amended latecomer 

agreement must specify the duration of the extension and must be filed and recorded as provided in EMC 11.36.080 

in order to be effective. Property owners who are subject to the reimbursement obligations in the latecomer 

agreement shall be notified by the city of any extension filed under this section. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.100 Reimbursement to owner. 

Where a developer/owner has constructed the sewer facilities, all latecomer fees received by the city shall be paid 

out by the city under the terms of the latecomer agreement to the developer/owner within 60 days after the receipt 

thereof. Where the city has constructed the sewer facilities under this chapter, the city shall retain the latecomer fees 

as provided in the approving ordinance. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.110 Prohibition on unauthorized connections, enforcement. 

A. Unauthorized Connections. A person, firm or corporation may not be granted a permit or be authorized to tap 

into, connect or use any such sewer facilities or extensions subject to a latecomer agreement during the period of 

time prescribed in the latecomer agreement without first paying to the city, in addition to any and all other costs and 

charges made or assessed for such tap or use, or for the sewers constructed in connection therewith, the amount 

required by the provisions of the applicable latecomer agreement. 

B. Enforcement. Whenever any tap or connection is made into any sewer facilities subject to a latecomer agreement 

without such payment having first been made, the city may authorize the removal of, or cause to be removed, such 

unauthorized tap or connection and all connecting tile or pipe located in the facility right-of-way, and dispose of 

unauthorized material so removed, without any liability whatsoever. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.120 City or county participation in latecomer agreements. 

A. City as Beneficiary of Latecomer Fee. The city may create an assessment reimbursement area on its own 

initiative, without the participation of a private property owner, finance all of the costs associated with the 

construction of the sewer facilities and become the sole beneficiary of the facilities. Unless otherwise provided by 

ordinance or contract, the city or the county participating in the financing of sewer facilities improved or constructed 

under this section: 

1. Shall have the same rights to reimbursement as owners of real estate who make contributions as authorized 

under this chapter; and 

2. Are entitled to a pro rata share of the reimbursement based on the respective contributions of the owner and 

the city/county. 

B. Authorized Locations for Construction Sewer Facilities. The sewer facilities must be consistent with the city’s 

GSP, comprehensive plan(s) and development regulations. The boundaries of the assessment reimbursement must be 

formulated by the city based upon a determination of which parcels in the proposed area would require construction 

or improvement of sewer facilities upon development or redevelopment, or would be allowed connection to or usage 

of constructed or improved sewer facilities. The sewer facilities to be constructed or improved may not be located 

outside the city’s corporate limits2. If Pierce County is a party to the latecomer agreement, the sewer facilities may 

not be located outside Pierce County. 

C. Public Works Director Recommendation. The public works director shall prepare a recommendation to the city 

council as provided in EMC 11.36.050(B). 

D. Notice of the Public Hearing. Notice of the public hearing shall be provided consistent with EMC 11.36.060. 

E. Public Hearing. The city shall hold a public hearing on the proposed assessment reimbursement area and 

assessment (pro rata share), as provided in EMC 11.36.060. The city council’s final determination of the assessment 

 
2 The language from RCW 35.91.020 regarding facilities being located “within ten miles of the municipality’s corporate limits” 

is not included herein, as the city of Edgewood does not currently have an urban growth area and all areas abutting the city’s 

corporate limits are served by other agencies. 
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reimbursement area and assessment shall be included in an ordinance, which shall be final. The city shall record the 

ordinance as required by EMC 11.36.080. 

F. Limit on Reimbursement. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the city or county seeking reimbursement 

from an owner of real estate subsequently connecting to the sewer facilities constructed under this section is limited 

to the dollar amount authorized in the ordinance contemplated in subsection (E) of this section. This does not 

prevent the city or county from collecting amounts for services or infrastructure that are additional expenditures not 

subject to the ordinance, contract or agreement, nor does it prevent the collection of fees that are reasonable and 

proportionate to the total expenses incurred by the city or county in complying with this section. 

G. Installation. To the extent that it may require in the performance of the latecomer agreement, the city or county 

may install the sewer facilities in and along the city or county streets in the area to be served as hereinabove 

provided, subject to reasonable requirements as the manner of occupancy of the streets as the city or county may by 

resolution provide. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 

11.36.130 No city liability. 

Nothing in this chapter is intended to create a private right of action for damages against the city or any municipality 

for failing to comply with the requirements of this chapter. The city, its officials, employees or agents may not be 

held liable for failure to collect a latecomer fee unless the failure was willful or intentional. Failure of the city to 

comply with the requirements of this chapter does not relieve the city of any future requirements to comply with this 

chapter. (Ord. 19-542 § 2 (Exh. A)). 
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Chapter 11.40 

CONNECTION PERMITS AND CHARGES 

Sections: 

11.40.010    Connection – When required. 

11.40.020    Connection – When not required. 

11.40.030    Separate connection required. 

11.40.040    Owner responsible. 

11.40.050    Connection permit and agreement required – Building permit conditioned. 

11.40.060    Application. 

11.40.070    Basis of connection and charge. 

11.40.080    Water records. 

11.40.090    Status of connection right. 

11.40.100    Transfer and relinquishment of connection right. 

11.40.110    Connection charges. 

11.40.120    Hearing. 

11.40.130    System extension required. 

11.40.010 Connection – When required. 

Only Phase I properties will be permitted to connect to the city’s sewer system. The following Phase I properties are 

required to connect to the sewer: 

A. All existing buildings, intended for human occupation, on property within a local improvement district and 

fronted by a sewer shall be required to connect to the city sewer within 60 days of city acceptance of said sewer. 

B. All existing buildings, intended for human occupation, on property fronted by a sewer, funded by special 

indebtedness bonds or warrants issued against revenues, shall be required to connect to the city sewer within 60 days 

of city acceptance of said sewer. 

C. All new buildings, intended for human occupation, located on properties fronted by an existing sewer shall be 

required to connect to the city sewer prior to occupancy. 

D. An existing building on property, fronted by a city sewer, whose on-site sewage disposal system has failed and 

cannot be acceptably corrected or repaired, as determined by the Tacoma-Pierce County health department, shall be 

required to connect to said sewer. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.020 Connection – When not required. 

Non-Phase I properties are prohibited from connecting to the city’s sewer. The following Phase I properties are not 

required to connect to the city’s sewer: 

A. Existing buildings fronted by a sewer constructed pursuant to a private system extension agreement. 

B. Existing buildings fronted by a sewer constructed by the city and not within an LID or funded by bonds or 

warrants issued against revenues (RCW 35.67.190 and 35.92.025). (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.030 Separate connection required. 

A separate connection shall be required for each building with plumbing fixtures unless otherwise approved by the 

director (see EMC 11.45.040(G) and (H)). (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.040 Owner responsible. 

Only the owner of the real property served by the sewer connection may enter into an agreement with the city for 

sewer service. A successor(s) of interest in the property shall be required to enter into a new agreement(s) with the 

city as a condition of continued sewer service. 

The owner shall be responsible for meeting all the applicable requirements of this title. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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11.40.050 Connection permit and agreement required – Building permit conditioned. 

A. A connection permit and agreement shall be required before connection to the city’s sewer system. The 

connection permit and agreement shall be made on a standard form that shall be approved by the mayor or director. 

B. No building permit shall be issued for a building intended for human occupation, or in which plumbing fixtures 

are installed, unless: 

1. A connection permit and agreement shall have been issued for the building pursuant to EMC 11.40.060; or  

2. Sewer capacity has been reserved for the building, pursuant to EMC 11.30.080; or 

3. An application and plans for a private disposal system have been approved by the TPCHDTacoma-Pierce 

County health department and supplied to the city pursuant to Chapter 11.55 EMC. 

C. All fees and charges must be paid before the connection permit and agreement is issued. 

D. The connection permit and agreement shall be recorded in the office of the Pierce County auditor.  (Ord. 15-447 § 

1 (Exh. A); Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

 

11.40.060 Application. 

Application shall be made by the owner on the connection permit and agreement standard form, which shall contain, 

at a minimum, all of the following: 

A. The owner’s name, address and telephone number. 

B. Legal description of owner’s property as well as the street address, if any, and the tax account number. 

C. The contractor’s name, address, telephone number, contractor’s license number, and city business license 

number. 

D. ERUs required. 

E. Sewer capacity analysis, together with a copy of a sewer capacity reservation, if any has been issued for the 

property, pursuant to EMC 11.30.080. 

F. Discharge permit determination. 

G. Side sewer and connection requirements and details. 

H. Status of existing side sewer. 

I. Condition of existing building sewer. 

J. Conditions for service, including payment of monthly charges. 

K. Required demolition and abandonment of existing private disposal system in conformance with EMC 11.55.020. 

L. Conditions for maintaining a private side sewer in the public right-of-way, including permission for city to test 

the side sewer and private sewers on the owner’s property for inflow and infiltration. 

M. List of connection charges and fees. 

N. A statement that all fees and charges must be paid before the connection permit and agreement is issued.  

O. Signature of the owner. 

P. A statement that the connection permit and agreement shall be recorded in the office of the Pierce County auditor.  
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Q. Notary forms. 

R. Attachments. 

1. Discharge permit, if applicable, by the jurisdiction that operates the wastewater treatment plant treating the 

city’s sewage. 

2. Copy of executed agreement between owner and water purveyor authorizing release and agreement to submit 

owner’s monthly water bills to the city, as required by EMC 11.40.080. 

3. Right-of-way use permit for construction of the side sewer. 

4. Right-of-way use permit for operation and maintenance of the side sewer. 

5. The record drawing of the side sewer, as required under EMC 11.45.120, shall be attached to the permit 

following completion of the side sewer. 

6. Copy(ies) of executed and recorded easement(s), if any, if side sewer crosses other’s property. (Ord. 06-271 

§ 1). 

11.40.070 Basis of connection and charge. 

A. Each connection permit and agreement shall be issued to an owner for a specific property, its use, and the number 

of ERUs of sewer system capacity required by that property. A new connection permit and agreement must be 

obtained by the owner, reflecting any change in the use and/or number of ERUs required for the property. 

B. All units of residential use, including single, accessory, and multifamily, shall be deemed to require one ERU per 

unit. 

C. The initial calculation for the number of ERUs required for a nonresidential property shall be determined from 

Table G2-1, Orange Book. If necessity for a more accurate method is indicated, the director may require a discharge 

analysis by an engineer, or other appropriate professional, to determine the number of ERUs generated by a 

proposed project. 

D. Nonresidential accounts shall be compared to water usage from water purveyor billing accounts. If, after 

connection, the property’s use changes or is expanded, or its requirement for sewer system capacity is otherwise 

found to have been increased, the new required capacity shall be calculated based on the greatest of the following 

ERU analyses: 

1. The Table G2-1, Orange Book analysis; or 

2. The maximum month water usage determined from water billing records; or 

3. The maximum day sewage discharge based on records from a sewage meter; or 

4. The quality of the discharge based on chemical and/or biological analysis. 

E. In the event sewer system capacity is available, as determined in EMC 11.30.080, the city shall issue a new 

connection permit and agreement and the owner shall pay to the city an additional connection charge based upon the 

new or expanded requirement for sewer system capacity and the connection charge, based on the schedule in effect 

at the time the new connection permit and agreement is issued. 

F. If sewer system capacity is not available, the number of ERUs will not be increased and the owner shall be 

required to reduce the wastewater discharge from the property to fall within the limits of the connection permit and 

agreement. 

G. All commercial and industrial connections shall be reviewed and co-regulated by the jurisdiction that operates the 

wastewater treatment plant treating the city’s sewage as set forth in Chapter 11.50 EMC. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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11.40.080 Water records. 

A standard form release and agreement shall be prepared for the purpose of making owner’s water usage records 

available to the city in order to determine equitable connection and monthly charges. The owner and water purveyor 

shall be required to execute and deliver one original of such release and agreement, as a condition of sewer service, 

providing the city with copies of the owner’s monthly water bills, at each billing period. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.090 Status of connection right. 

Upon establishment of a connection right (see EMC 11.30.020), such connection right shall run with the land and 

not be unilaterally extinguishable by the city except as may be provided in Chapter 11.65 EMC. The connection 

right shall be subject to current laws and regulations affecting the sewer system and connections thereto. (Ord. 

06-271 § 1). 

11.40.100 Transfer and relinquishment of connection right. 

The connection right is transferable to another property if the property for which it was established is combined with 

other adjacent property into one ownership in a project and/or subdivided. The subdivision or project will receive 

full credit at current value for the ERUs of the preexisting connection permit and agreement when determining the 

connection charges for such subdivision or project. 

An owner may relinquish the connection right to his property, or any excess portion of the ERUs associated 

therewith, to the city; provided, that in no event shall the number of ERUs be reduced below the number required for 

existing buildings on the property as determined by the city. The city shall not be required to reimburse the owner 

for such relinquishment. Such owner may request transfer of his relinquished capacity to another property within the 

city, whether or not owned by the owner, subject to the following: 

A. Approval by the city. 

B. The property receiving the transfer must be fronted by a city sewer or be party to an approved system extension 

agreement with a sewer fronting said property. 

C. Such transfer request must occur prior to relinquishment. 

D. The owner of the property receiving the transfer shall pay to the city applicable connection charges, if any, and a 

connection processing fee for the transfer. 

E. Monthly charges shall continue throughout the transfer process and shall be paid by the owner of the property 

receiving the transfer from the date of such transfer. 

F. Both the revised connection permit and agreement and the new connection permit and agreement shall be 

recorded in the office of the Pierce County auditor. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.110 Connection charges. 

A connection charge shall be assessed for each new sewer connection made to the city’s sewer system. Connection 

charges and fees shall be set by ordinance of the city council following a hearing on the proposed connection 

charges. A connection charge shall be comprised of the following elements: 

A. Processing Fee. A fee to cover the costs of processing the application, evaluating the requirement for sewer 

system capacity, recording the connection permit and agreement, and issuing the permit. 

B. Existing Facilities Charge. Pursuant to RCW 35.92.025, the city shall charge each connecting property an 

equitable share, proportional to the number of ERUs required, of the cost of the existing sewer system not otherwise 

paid for through an LID, system extension agreement, or grant, except as provided below. Said equitable share may 

include interest from the date of construction until the date of connection, or for a period not to exceed 10 years. 

The existing facilities charge shall include pass-through existing facilities charges from other cities, sewer districts, 

or counties, as may be applicable. 

C. Conveyance Development Charge. Following completion of an LID that provides conveyance, all non-LID 

properties that connect to, or to sewers that connect to, improvements constructed by such LID shall be charged a 
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conveyance development charge. The conveyance development charge shall be equal to the design and construction 

costs of said LID improvements, together with interest from the date of completion, for a period of 10 years, at the 

rate of interest applicable to such LID; divided by the capacity of such LID improvements in ERUs; and multiplied 

by the number of ERUs required. 

D. Future Facilities Charge. The city shall prepare a 10-year CIP for the sewer utility and revise it each year. The 

city shall charge each connecting property an equitable share, proportional to the number of ERUs required, of the 

cost of future sewer utility improvements, as set forth in the 10-year CIP, as contained in the GSP. 

E. Collection System Charge. The owner of each property shall have a duty to pay for its proportionate share of the 

city sewer fronting such property. In the event that a property is connected to an existing sewer, fronting the 

property, the cost of which no owner of said property has contributed, a general collection system charge shall be 

made equal to one-half of the actual cost of each foot of existing sewer frontage. 

F. Inspection Charges. The council shall set a fee to cover the costs of plan review and inspection of the side sewer. 

G. Existing Side Sewer Charges. If a side sewer and partial building sewer, if any, has been installed as part of a 

city-funded project, in anticipation of development of the property, the council shall set a value for such side sewer 

which shall be paid for by the owner as part of the connection charge.  

H. Latecomer Agreements. No owner shall be granted a permit to connect directly or indirectly to sewer facilities, 

for which exists a contract providing for reimbursement to other owners of real estate who constructed and paid for 

such sewer facilities, without first paying a fair pro rata share of the cost of same, as provided for in Chapter 11.36 

EMC. 

I. Credit for ERU Reservation. In the event the owner has reserved sewer system capacity for the property, the value 

of such reservation, less the processing fee, shall be deducted from the connection charge. 

J. Transfer Fee. If the connection includes the transfer of relinquished sewer system capacity from another property, 

as provided for in EMC 11.40.100, the owner of the property receiving the relinquished capacity shall pay a 

processing fee for such transfer. 

K. Treatment Charges. Owners of commercial and industrial buildings may be required to pay separate and 

additional connection charges and/or fees and install monitoring equipment by the jurisdiction that operates the 

wastewater treatment plant treating the city’s sewage as set forth in Chapter 11.50 EMC. (Ord. 19-542 § 4; Ord. 

10-333 § 7; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.120 Hearing. 

Prior to adoption of an ordinance setting connection charges and fees for sewer service, the council shall hold a 

public hearing on the proposed charges and fees and shall consider all objections thereto and may correct, revise, or 

modify said connection charges and fees. 

A notice of the hearing on the proposed connection charges and fees shall be published at least once a week for two 

consecutive weeks in the official newspaper of the city. The last publication shall be at least 15 days before the date 

fixed for the hearing. 

The notice shall contain the time and place fixed for the hearing and a copy of the proposed connection charges and 

fees. Persons who may desire to object shall be advised to make their objections in writing and to file them with the 

city clerk at or prior to the date fixed for the hearing. 

Regulations for hearings and setting connection charges for the jurisdiction that operates the wastewater treatment 

plant treating the city’s sewage shall be as set forth in its municipal code. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.40.130 System extension required. 

When a property is not fully fronted by a sewer, the owner, as a condition of sewer service, shall be required to 

extend the city’s sewer to and across one full side of the property in accordance with the GSP. Nonrectangular and 

corner lots may be required to extend the sewer along two or more full sides as determined by the director. 

Extensions shall be made in conformance with Chapter 11.35 EMC. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.45 

SIDE SEWERS 

Sections: 

11.45.010    Responsibility and ownership. 

11.45.020    Side sewer – New – Existing – Abandoned. 

11.45.030    Operation and maintenance requirements – Permission to test. 

11.45.040    Design. 

11.45.050    Private sewage pumps. 

11.45.060    Permits required. 

11.45.070    Side sewer contractor. 

11.45.080    Bond and insurance required. 

11.45.090    Construction. 

11.45.100    Inspection. 

11.45.110    Restoration. 

11.45.120    Record drawings. 

11.45.130    Building sewers. 

11.45.010 Responsibility and ownership. 

A. The owner of the property served by the side sewer shall construct and pay for the side sewer. Upon the city’s 

approval and acceptance of a constructed side sewer, the owner shall transfer the side sewer to the city through an 

agreement and bill of sale in a form approved by the city attorney. The city shall thereafter own, operate, maintain, 

and retain full rights of access to the side sewer for inspection and maintenance purposes.  

B. Notwithstanding subsection (A) of this section, the city may construct and fund the installation of any side sewer 

as part of an LID or other city-sponsored sewer installation project; provided, that nothing herein shall be construed 

as requiring the city to initiate any such project, and the city shall retain sole discretion regarding the same to the 

fullest extent allowed by law. 

C. When a side sewer is constructed prior to the building sewer for a particular property, the director may authorize 

concurrent construction of the side sewer and a portion of building sewer where necessary in order to avoid damage 

to or interference with improvements in the right-of-way. (Ord. 10-333 § 3; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.020 Side sewer – New – Existing – Abandoned. 

A new side sewer and building sewer, constructed with new materials, as approved by the city, shall be required for 

new connections and when modifications are made to an existing side sewer or building sewer; except, that such 

connection may be made to an existing side sewer and/or building sewer; provided, that said existing side sewer is 

examined by video camera and shown to be sound and the building sewer, if any, successfully passes a pressure test. 

If a side sewer is temporarily abandoned, the building sewer shall be disconnected from the cleanout at the 

right-of-way line and replaced with an eight-inch nipple and cap. The joints shall be gasketed, the cap blocked, and 

the cleanout in good condition or replaced. 

If a side sewer is permanently abandoned, the side sewer shall be removed and replaced at the sewer main, submain, 

or lateral tee with a 12-inch nipple and cap. The joints shall be gasketed and the cap blocked. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.030 Operation and maintenance requirements – Permission to test. 

A. Operation. The owner shall be permitted to construct a side sewer in the right-of-way or other easement in 

conformance with all applicable conditions of the right-of-way use permit and any applicable terms and conditions 

of such easement. Only wastewater meeting the requirements of Chapter 11.50 EMC shall be permitted to be 

discharged through a side sewer. Violation of the conditions of a permit or easement hereunder may result in its 

revocation, termination of sewer service, and disconnection of the side sewer as provided in EMC 11.65.030. 
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B. Maintenance. The city or its designee shall be responsible for the maintenance of the side sewer and shall also 

keep an as-built record of its location. In the event the side sewer becomes restricted or blocked, it shall be the 

owner’s responsibility to promptly notify the city. 

C. Inflow and Infiltration. The owner shall take no action nor allow any action or condition that would jeopardize 

the integrity of the side sewer and shall permit no connections thereto other than pipes carrying wastewater meeting 

the requirements of Chapter 11.50 EMC. If the city determines that an unacceptable quantity of ground or surface 

water is being discharged into the city’s sewer system from the owner’s building sewer, the owner shall be required 

to eliminate such inflow and/or infiltration. 

D. Testing. The city may test the side sewer at any time in its sole discretion, consistent with the terms and 

conditions of any applicable easement. The techniques that may be used for such testing shall be as provided in the 

connection permit and agreement, the Design and Construction Standards and the Orange Book. (Ord. 10-333 § 4; 

Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.040 Design. 

A. All side sewers shall be designed in accordance with the Design and Construction Standards, this title, and the 

Standard Specifications. 

B. The separation between side sewers and water lines shall be as set forth in EMC 11.35.020. 

C. The minimum diameter of a side sewer shall be six inches. 

D. The six-inch side sewer shall connect to the sewer in a tee in new construction and a saddle if connecting to an 

existing sewer. The leg of the tee or saddle shall be set at an angle of 45 degrees up from a horizontal plane. The 

minimum slope of a side sewer shall be one percent. 

E. A cleanout shall be installed at the street side of the right-of-way line, at which point the building sewer shall be 

connected to the side sewer. 

FB. Only one building shall be connected to a side sewer. If there is more than one building on a single lot and it is 

impracticable to connect both side sewers to the sewer in the street, a sewer lateral shall be extended onto the private 

property within an easement. The sewer lateral shall terminate in a manhole, except that a cleanout may be used if 

the lateral is 50 feet or less in length. The sewer lateral must connect to the sewer main or submain at a manhole. 

GC. Buildings that are accessory to a single-family residence on a single-family lot may share a common 

connection. If ownership of such buildings is segregated by any action, such as subdivision or condominium, 

separate connections shall be required for each building so segregated. 

HD. A side sewer, eight inches or greater in diameter, must connect to the sewer system at a manhole. (Ord. 10-333 

§ 5; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.050 Private sewage pumps. 

A. Each private pump station shall discharge through its own private, dedicated force main. The private force main 

shall discharge into a private manhole, located on the owner’s property, which shall discharge into the city’s sewer 

in a standard gravity side sewer. 

B. A private force main shall be permitted to discharge into a city manhole only when the director finds there is no 

reasonable alternative. A force main shall not discharge directly into another force main or gravity sewer pipe.  

C. When upper floors of a building can drain to the city’s sewer in a standard gravity building sewer and side sewer, 

only plumbing fixtures in those parts of the building that cannot be so drained shall be connected to the private 

pump station. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.060 Permits required. 

Side sewer construction and/or connection to the side sewer shall not begin until all of the following permits have 

been obtained: 

Commented [JM37]: Basic stuff already covered in the 
design standards and Orange Book - deleting 

Commented [JM38]: This requirement seems 
unnecessary, covered by design standards 



Edgewood Municipal Code – Proposed Revisions 2/9/2023 

Chapter 11.45 SIDE SEWERS 

Page 33/54 

The Edgewood Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 22-642, passed December 27, 2022.  

A. Connection permit and agreement as described in EMC 11.40.050. 

B. Right-of-way use permit for construction. (Ord. 10-333 § 6; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.070 Side sewer contractor. 

The side sewer contractor shall be required to have a current and valid Washington State contractor’s license and a 

city of Edgewood business license, and shall supply the city with copies of both and provide the city with 

documented proof of experience in underground utility construction. A right-of-way use permit shall not be issued 

for construction of a side sewer unless the contractor can demonstrate such experience and is approved by the 

director. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.080 Bond and insurance required. 

A performance bond, insurance, indemnification, and maintenance bond, meeting the requirements as set forth in 

Chapter 12.06 EMC, shall be required as a condition of issuance of the right-of-way use permit. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.090 Construction. 

All construction shall be in conformance with the Design and Construction Standards, this title, and the Standard 

Specifications. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.100 Inspection. 

Inspection and testing of the side sewer shall be as described in the Design and Construction Standards, and payment 

for same as set forth in EMC 11.40.110. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.110 Restoration. 

No connection shall be made until the street, curb, gutter, sidewalk, and landscaping in the right-of-way have been 

restored as set forth in the Design and Construction Standards, this title, and the Standard Specifications. (Ord. 

06-271 § 1). 

11.45.120 Record drawings. 

The owner shall submit a record drawing, meeting the requirements of the Design and Construction Standards and 

this title, to the city when construction of the side sewer is complete. The record drawing shall be subject to review 

and approval of the director. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.45.130 Building sewers. 

A. Responsibility. The owner of the property served by a building sewer shall construct, pay for, own, operate and 

maintain the building sewer. In the event that a building sewer becomes restricted or blocked, it shall be the owner’s 

responsibility to restore service. 

B. Record Drawings. The owner shall keep an as-built record of the location of the building sewer and shall provide 

a copy to the city upon request. 

C. Inflow and Infiltration. The owner shall maintain the integrity of the building sewer and shall permit no 

connections thereto other than pipes carrying wastewater meeting the requirements of Chapter 11.50 EMC. Pipes 

that become broken or joints that permit infiltration of groundwater or surface water shall be replaced or repaired by 

the owner. If the city determines that an unacceptable quantity of ground or surface water is being discharged into 

the city’s sewer system from the owner’s building sewer, the owner shall be required to immediately eliminate such 

inflow and/or infiltration. 

D. Check Valves. A check valve shall be required at the connection of the building drain to the building sewer when 

plumbing fixtures are located in the basement of a building or on any floor less than four feet above the crown of the 

sewer to which its side sewer is connected, unless otherwise approved by the director. 

E. Testing. The owner, as a condition of the connection permit and agreement, shall authorize but not require the 

city to enter the property for the purpose of testing all sewers for inflow and infiltration, during normal business 

hours, seven days following notification. The techniques that may be used for such testing shall be provided in the 

connection permit and agreement, the Design and Construction Standards and the Orange Book; provided, that 
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nothing in this subsection shall be construed as imposing any duty of care upon the city, or as limiting in any manner 

the owner’s responsibility for maintaining the building sewer. (Ord. 10-333 § 9.) 
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Chapter 11.50 

      DISCHARGES TO THE SEWER 

(Reserved) 
Sections: 

11.50.010    Definitions. 

11.50.020    General discharge standards and requirements. 

11.50.030    Commercial / Industrial dischargers. 

11.50.040    Fats, oils and greases (FOG) regulations. 

 

11.50.010 Definitions 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings ascribed to 

them in this chapter, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning or where otherwise defined: 

“Best Management Practices (BMPs)” means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance 

procedures, and other management practices to support the requirements in these Regulations and 40 CFR Part 

403.5(a)(1) and (b). BMPs may also include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control 

plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage. 

“Categorical Pretreatment Standard” means any regulation containing Pollutant Discharge limits promulgated by 

EPA in accordance with Sections 307(b) and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1317) which apply to a specific 

category of Users and which appear in 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405 471. 

“Domestic User” means any customer who contributes, causes, or allows the contribution of Domestic Wastewater 

to the City.  This generally includes but is not limited to the Residential and Multifamily customer classes, as 

defined by the City, along with commercial customers that discharge only domestic wastewater. 

“Domestic Wastewater” means wastewater that the City determines is of similar volume and/or chemical make-up to 

that of a residential dwelling unit. Domestic wastewater typically include kitchen wastes, human wastes, and 

housekeeping cleaning materials in volumes and/or concentrations normally discharged from these classes of Users 

and typically include up to 100 gallons per capita per day, 300 mg/L of BOD, and 300 mg/L of TSS. 

“Commercial User” means any customer designated as in the Commercial class per Section 9.05.010.  That section 

states “Commercial” means all nonresidential customers receiving water and sewer service or discharging domestic 

flows to the City’s sewer system without one or more dwelling units. Schools, churches, public agencies, retail 

stores, restaurants, office buildings, gyms/fitness facilities, hotels, motels and parks are examples of commercial 

class customers. Commercial class customers can be for-profit or not-for-profit customers. 

“Fats, Oils and Grease” or (“FOG)” means those components of wastewater amenable to measurement by methods 

for the determination of Oil and Grease described in the current method of Standard Methods or methods identified 

in 40 CFR Part 136. The term “fats, oils and grease” shall include polar and nonpolar fats, oils, and grease and other 

components extracted from wastewater by these methods. 

“FOG removal device” means a device designed to separate fats, oils and grease from liquid waste prior to the 

wastewater entering the sanitary sewer system, typically either a Grease Interceptor, Grease Trap or Oil/Water 

Separator. 

“Food” means any raw, cooked, or processed edible substance, ice, or ingredient used or intended for use or sale in 

whole or in part for consumption. 

“Food processing establishment” means an establishment in which food is prepared, manufactured or packaged for 

consumption off site. 
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“Food sales establishment” means retail and wholesale grocery stores, retail seafood stores, food processing plants, 

bakeries, confectioneries, fruit, nuts and vegetable stores and places of business and similar establishments, mobile 

or permanent, engaged in the sale of food primarily for consumption off premises. 

“Food service establishment” means any establishment for the preparation and/or serving of food, or other edible 

products and/or are required to have a food business permit issued by the TPCHD. The term “food service 

establishment” includes but is not limited to restaurants, coffee shops, cafeterias, breweries, wineries and distilleries, 

short order cafes, grocery store delis, luncheonettes, taverns, lunchrooms, places which manufacture retail 

sandwiches, church kitchens, soda fountains, institutional cafeterias, catering establishments, food vending vehicles, 

and operations connected therewith, and similar facilities by whatever name called. 

“Grease” means rendered animal fat, vegetable shortening, and other such oily matter used for the purposes of and 

resulting from preparing and/or cooking food. 

“FOG removal device” means a device designed to separate fats, oils and grease from liquid waste prior to the 

wastewater entering the sanitary sewer system, typically either a Grease Interceptor, Grease Trap or Oil/Water 

Separator. 

“Gravity grease interceptor (GGI)” means an interceptor of at least 1,000 gallons to serve one or more fixtures and 

which is remotely located underground and outside of a food service establishment. It is designed to collect, contain 

or remove food wastes and FOG from the waste stream while allowing the balance of the liquid waste (“gray 

water”) to discharge to the wastewater collection system by gravity. 

“Grease interceptor (GI)” means a pretreatment device provided external to the premise designed to separate and 

collect fats, oils, grease, and solids and prevent these pollutants from entering the sanitary sewer.  Grease 

interceptors may be either hydromechanical grease interceptors (HGIs) or gravity grease interceptors (GGIs).  

“Grease trap” means a device designed to retain FOG from one to a maximum of four fixtures, with a maximum 

capacity of 50 gpm/100 pounds, and a minimum of 20 gpm/40 pounds. 

“Hydromechanical grease interceptor (HGI)” means a device located inside a food service establishment designed to 

retain FOG from fixtures whose total capacity in gallons (gal) (L) shall not exceed 2½ times the certified gallons per 

minute (gpm) (L/s) flow rate of the interceptor in accordance with the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC). It is designed 

to collect, contain or remove food wastes and FOG from the waste stream while allowing the balance of the liquid 

waste to discharge to the wastewater collection system by gravity or mechanical means. 

“Interference” means a discharge that alone, or in conjunction with a discharge or discharges from other sources, 

either: (1) inhibits or disrupts the wastewater collection system, its treatment processes or operations; (2) inhibits or 

disrupts its biosolids (sludge) processes, use or disposal; or (3) is a cause of a violation of any permit or that 

prevents the use or disposal of sewage sludge in compliance with any of the following statutory/regulatory 

provisions or permits issued thereunder: Section 405 of the Clean Water Act; the Solid Waste Disposal Act 

(SWDA), including Title II, commonly referred to as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA); any 

state regulations contained in any state sludge management plan prepared pursuant to Subtitle D of the SWDA; the 

Clean Air Act; the Toxic Substances Control Act; and the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act.  

“Local limits” means the maximum allowed levels to be discharged by designated industrial or commercial facilities 

as determined by the publicly owned treatment works’ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permit pursuant to 40 CFR Section 403.5I(1). 

“Minimum design capability” means the design features of a GGI/HGI and its ability to or the volume required to 

effectively intercept and retain FOG from FOG-laden wastewaters discharged to the sanitary sewer system. 

“Non-domestic User” means a User that is not a Domestic User. 

“Non-domestic Wastewater” means wastewater that is not Domestic Wastewater. 

“Non-polar (petroleum or mineral origin) FOG” means fats, oils or grease (FOG) in water or waste from a petroleum 

or mineral source as measured using analytical procedures established in 40 CFR 136. 
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“Oil/water separator (OWS)” means a large capacity underground vault installed between a drain serving a 

non-polar FOG discharger and the connecting sewer pipe. These vaults are designed with baffles or coalescing 

plates to trap sediments and retain floating oils. The large capacity of the vault slows down the wastewater, allowing 

oil to float to the surface and solid material to settle out. Any customer that is a potential discharger of 

petroleum-based and/or non-polar FOG is required to have an OWS. Businesses and facilities that require oil/water 

separators include, but are not limited to, car washes, quick-lube stations, loading docks/trash compactors, auto 

detail shops, parking garages, gas stations, fuel pumps, automotive and equipment repair, service shops and any 

businesses using steam or pressure washers. 

“Pass Through” means a Ddischarge which exits the POTW into waters of the United States in quantities or 

concentrations which, alone or in conjunction with a Ddischarge or Ddischarges from other sources, is a cause of a 

violation of any requirement of an NPDES permit(s), including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a 

violation. 

“Polar (animal and vegetable origin) FOG” means fats, oils or grease (FOG) in water or waste from an animal or 

vegetable source as measured using analytical procedures established in 40 CFR 136. 

“Pollutant” means a contaminant, or other cause of alteration of the physical, chemical, or biological properties, of 

any waters of the state, including change in temperature, taste, color, turbidity, or odor of the waters, or such 

discharge of any liquid, gaseous, solid, radioactive, or other substance into any waters of the state as will or is likely 

to create a nuisance or render such waters harmful, detrimental, or injurious to the public health, safety, or welfare, 

or to domestic, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, 

wild animals, birds, fish, or other aquatic life. 

“POTW” means a publicly owned treatment works as defined by Section 212 of the Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1292), 

which is owned by the City or other Receiving Jurisdiction, to which wastewater from the City is conveyed. This 

definition includes any devices or systems used in the collection, conveyance, storage, treatment, recycling, and 

reclamation of sewage or Industrial Wastes of a liquid nature and any conveyances which convey wastewater to a 

Treatment Plant. 

“Rendering/disposal company” means a business that possesses the necessary license and certification for the 

collection, acceptance and disposal or reuse of FOG. 

“Significant Industrial User” (or SIU) is a User that meets any of the following: 

A. A User subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards; or 

B. A User that: 

1. Discharges an average of twenty-five thousand (25,000) gpd or more of process Wastewater to the POTW 

(excluding sanitary, non-contact cooling, and boiler blowdown Wastewater); 

2. Contributes a process waste stream which makes up five (5) percent or more of the average dry weather 

hydraulic or organic capacity of the Treatment Plant; or 

3. Is designated as such by the delegated pretreatment Control Authority (City of Everett or Pierce County) on 

the basis that it has a reasonable potential for adversely affecting the POTW’s operation or for violating any 

Ppretreatment Sstandard or requirement. 

“Standard Methods” means the current version of Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater 

(APHA, WEF, AWWA). 

“User” means any person, business or entity that contributes, causes or permits the contribution of wastewater into 

the City’s sanitary sewer system. 

“Wastewater” means any combination of liquid and water-carried Ssewage and/or Ccommercial/Iindustrial Wwastes 

and from any customer including residential dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing 

facilities, and institutions, whether treated or untreated, which are contributed to the POTW. 
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11.50.020 General discharge standards and requirements. 

A. Any authorized officer or employee of the City may enter and inspect any part of the City’s sanitary sewer 

system of the City. The right of entry and inspection shall extend to public streets, easements, and property within 

which the system is located. Moreover, the City shall be allowed to enter on private property to inspect waste 

discharge facilities. The right of inspection shall include on-site inspection of pretreatment and sewer facilities, 

observation, measurement, sampling testing and access to all compliance records located on the premises of the 

discharger.  The right of inspection shall include entry into the business premises during normal business hours 

(with or without prior notification) to ensure that discharge standards, including but not l imited to best management 

practices, are being followed.  Persons or occupants of premises where wastewater is produced or discharged must 

allow any authorized representative of the City ready access at all reasonable times to all parts of the premises for  

the purpose of inspection, sampling, or record examination.  The City’s representative has the authority to set up, on 

the discharge’s property, such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling, inspection, compliance monitoring or 

flow metering operations. 

B. General Prohibitions.  No User shall introduce or cause to be introduced into POTW any pollutant, wastewater, 

or other substance or flow which either alone or by interaction with other materials the sewer system Wastewater 

which causes Pass Through or Interference.  These general prohibitions apply to all Users of the POTW whether or 

not they are subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards or any other National, State, or local Pretreatment 

Standards or Pretreatment Requirements. 

C. The following are prohibited and consider violations: filing false reports, denying access to premises or records, 

discharging through unauthorized connections, tampering with sampling or metering devices, deliberately 

circumventing pretreatment facilities, or continuing a prohibited discharge in violation of an order to cease and 

desist. 

D. Specific Prohibitions.  No User shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW any of the following 

Pollutants, substances, or Wastewater: 

1. Pollutants which either alone or by interaction may create a fire or explosive hazard in the POTW, a public 

nuisance or hazard to life, or prevent entry into the sewers for their maintenance and repair or are in any way 

injurious to the operation of the system or operating personnel.  This includes waste streams with a closed cup 

flashpoint of less than 140 degrees F (60 degrees C) using the test methods specified in 40 CFR Part 261.21, 

and Wastewater causing any single reading over ten percent (10%) of the lower explosive limit based on an 

explosivity meter reading at the point of Ddischarge into the POTW or at any point in the POTW.  Prohibited 

materials include, but are not limited to, gasoline, kerosene, naphthalene, benzene, toluene, xylene, ethers, 

alcohols, ketones, aldehydes, peroxides, chlorates, perchlorates, bromides, carbides, hydrides, sulfides, and any 

other substance that the City, the State, or the EPA has notified the Userperson is a fire hazard or hazard to the 

POTW. 

2. Wastewater having a pH less than 5.5 or more than 10.0, or otherwise having any other corrosive property 

capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment, or personnel.  Discharges outside this pH range 

may be authorized by a permit issued by the City pursuant to a finding that the system is specifically designed 

to accommodate a Discharge of that pH. 

3. Solid or viscous substances in amounts which may cause obstruction to the flow in the sanitary sewer or 

other Interference with the operation of the sanitary sewer system or POTW.  Specifically prohibited 

substances in amounts that produce Interference include, but are not limited to: FOG, animal guts or tissues, 

paunch manure, bones, hair, hides or fleshings, entrails, whole blood, feathers, ashes, cinders, sand, spent lime, 

stone or marble dusts, metal, glass, straw, shavings, grass clippings, rags, spent grains, spent hops, waste paper, 

wood, plastics, gas, tar asphalt residues, residues from refining or processing of fuel or lubricating oil, mud, or 

glass grinding or polishing wastes. 

4. Pollutants, including oxygen demanding Pollutants (BOD, etc.), released in a Discharge at a flow rate and/or 

Pollutant concentration which, either singly or by interaction with other Pollutants, will cause Interference with 

the POTW. 
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5. Wastewater with concentrations of Total Suspended Solids or 5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand 

exceeding 600 mg/L, without prior authorization from the Receiving Jurisdiction. 

6. Wastewater having a temperature which will interfere with the biological activity in the POTW, has 

detrimental effects on the collection system, or prevents entry into the sanitary sewer.  In no case shall 

Wastewater be discharged to the City’s collection system at a temperature exceeding 140 degrees Fahrenheit.  

Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or fumes within the POTW in a quantity that may 

cause acute worker health and safety problems or exceed the Receiving Jurisdiction screening levels without 

prior authorization. 

7. Septage, unless specifically and expressly approved by the City. 

8. Trucked or hauled Pollutants, except at Discharge points designated by the City and when specifically and 

expressly approved by the City. 

9. The following are prohibited unless approved in writing by the City under extraordinary circumstances, such 

as lack of direct Discharge alternatives due to combined sewer service or need to augment Sewage flows due to 

septic conditions (as required under WAC 173-216-060): 

a. Non-Contact Cooling Water in significant volumes; 

b. Storm Water, or other direct inflow sources; 

c. Wastewaters significantly affecting system hydraulic loading, which do not require treatment or would 

not be afforded a significant degree of treatment by the POTW; and 

d. Surface water, ground water, artesian well water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, condensate, deionized 

water, and other sources of unpolluted water, unless specifically authorized by the City.  

e. Swimming pool drainage, unless dechlorinated and specifically authorized by the City. 

f. Construction dewatering and TESC discharge (Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control) discharges 

10. Noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, solids, or other Wastewater which, either singly or by interaction 

with other wastes, are sufficient to create a public nuisance or a hazard to life, or to prevent entry into the 

sanitary sewers for maintenance or repair. 

11. Chlorine, bleach or other oxidants in quantities that cause Interference to the POTW.  All oxidants must be 

neutralized to less than 0.1 mg/L before discharge. 

12. Wastewater which imparts color which cannot be removed by treatment processes, such as, but not limited 

to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions, which consequently imparts color to the downstream Treatment 

Plant’s effluent. 

13. Wastewater containing any radioactive wastes or isotopes except as specifically approved by the City, and 

in compliance with applicable federal or State regulations. 

14. Sludges, screenings, or other residues from the Pretreatment of Industrial Wastes. 

15. Medical Wastes, except as specifically authorized by the City. 

16. Wastewater causing, alone or in conjunction with other sources, a downstream Treatment Plant’s effluent to 

fail a toxicity test. 

17. Detergents, surface-active agents, or other substances in amounts that may cause excessive foaming in the 

POTW. 
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18. Any fats, oils, or greases, including but not limited to petroleum oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oil, or 

products of mineral oil, animal or vegetable origin in amounts that may cause obstructions or maintenance 

problems in the sanitary sewer system or in the POTW, or in concentrations (combined polar and non-polar oil 

and grease) that exceed one hundred (100) mg/L. 

19. Any substance which will cause a downstream Treatment Plant to violate its NPDES and/or other disposal 

system permit(s). 

20. Any dangerous, extremely hazardous, or hazardous wastes as defined in rules or regulations published by 

Ecology or by EPA, except as specifically approved by the City. 

21. Any persistent pesticide and/or pesticides regulated by the Federal Insecticide Fungicide Rodenticide Act 

(FIFRA) as amended. 

22. Any Wastewater containing toxic Pollutants in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction, to injure 

or create Interference with any Wastewater treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals, or to 

exceed the limitation set forth in Categorical Pretreatment Standards, or State or local Pretreatment Standards.  

23. Any substance which may cause a downstream Treatment Plant’s effluent or treatment residues, sludges, or 

scums, to be unsuitable for reclamation and reuse. 

24. Any Slug Load, or any Pollutant, including oxygen demanding Pollutants, released in a single extraordinary 

discharge episode or in such volume or strength as to cause Interference to the POTW ; or released with a flow 

rate causing an exceedance of the capacity of the available trunk sewer. 

25. Antifreeze or a coolant solution used in a vehicle or motorized equipment, except as specifically approved 

by the City. 

26. An enzyme, chemical, or other agent that emulsifies FOG. 

27. Wastewater that contains, or has contained, glutaraldehyde or ortho-phthalaldehyde unless it has been 

completely de-activated with sodium bisulfite or sodium hydroxide, has a pH of between 5.5 and 10 standard 

units, and does not contain any drain clogging solids.  The User shall contact the City for review and obtain 

approval prior to Discharge. 

28. The City may establish and require Best Management Practices (BMPs) for any category of User or type of 

commercial/industrial customer which creates a non-domestic waste stream. 

11.50.030 Commercial / Industrial dischargers. 

A. Applicability. The more stringent of these City General Sewer Pretreatment Requirements (the provisions in this 

Chapter 11.50) EMC and the provisions of the applicable Receiving Jurisdiction shall apply to all commercial / 

industrial discharges. Industrial facilities which discharge wastewater that ultimately is conveyed into a Receiving 

Jurisdiction’s POTW shall be considered part of the municipalCity’s sanitary sewer system as defined therein, for 

the purposes of compliance with their standards. 

B. Permits – Reports – Enforcement. All industrial dischargers within the City which discharge into the Receiving 

Jurisdiction’s POTW shall apply directly to the Receiving Jurisdiction for applicable pretreatment permits. Reports 

from industrial dischargers shall be made directly to the Receiving Jurisdiction. All enforcement actions for 

industrial dischargers shall be undertaken by the Receiving Jurisdiction. City staff shall cooperate with Receiving 

Jurisdiction staff as necessary in said application and enforcement procedures. 

C. Categorical industry determination. The Receiving Jurisdiction shall make the final determination, subject to 40 

CFR 403.6, Federal or State Review, as to whether a particular industrial user is a categorical industry. The 

Receiving Jurisdiction and/or the City will collect and assimilate the necessary information to make this 

determination. 

D. Significant industrial user determination. Using the definitions contained in the Receiving Jurisdiction’s 

ordinance, the Receiving Jurisdiction shall make the final determination as to whether a particular industrial user is a 
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significant industrial user. The Receiving Jurisdiction and/or the City will collect and assimilate the necessary 

information to make this determination. 

E. Inspection. Any authorized officer and employee of the Receiving Jurisdiction may enter and inspect any part of 

the sewer system of the City served by the Receiving Jurisdiction’s treatment system. The right of entry and 

inspection shall extend to public streets, easements, and property within which the system is located. Moreover, the 

Receiving Jurisdiction shall be allowed, as appropriate under City regulations, to enter on private property to inspect 

industrial waste discharges. The right of inspection shall include on-site inspection of pretreatment and sewer 

facilities, observation, measurement, sampling testing and access to all 40 CFR 403.12 compliance records located 

on the premises of the industrial user. 

11.50.040 Fats, oils and greases (FOG) regulations. 

A. Applicability. The requirements specified herein apply to all new commercial facilities and any existing or new 

customer with a reasonable potential to discharge excessive levels of FOG (as solely determined by the City) into 

the City’s wastewater collectionsanitary sewer system.  Excessive levels of FOG are levels are defined as those that 

exceed 100 mg/L total FOG, have a visible sheen or cause build-up or obstructions in sewer systems. 

B. Fats, Oils and Greases (FOG) Standard. The discharge of more than 100 mg/L (combined polar and non-polar 

FOG concentrations, EPA Method 1664) is prohibited. The discharge of FOG in amounts that cause a visible sheen 

on the discharge or in the public sewer system, a build-up of FOG in any public sewer facility, which accumulates 

either alone or in combination with other discharges to cause obstruction of the public sewer system is also 

prohibited. 

C. Variances from FOG Regulations. The City has the authority to approve any variances to the discretionary 

standards and/or other conditions of the requirements specified herein. 

D. Requirements for new and existing facilities. 

1. New facilities. All new commercial facilities are required to install grease interceptors and/or oil/water 

separators unless the facilities will exclusively generate Domestic Wastewater and are provided a written 

exemption by the City. Constructed facilities with the potential to discharge FOG shall be required to 

continuously operate and maintain an approved type and adequately sized grease interceptor and/or oil/water 

separator designed to meet the City’s FOG Regulation requirements of this chapter within 180 calendar days 

from notification by the City.  New facilities must be designed in accordance with this Chapter and the current 

Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC). 

2. Existing facilities with FOG removal. Existing facilities with FOG removal devices shall be permitted to 

operate and maintain existing FOG removal devices, provided that the equipment is in good operating 

condition and meets the effluent requirements. Any facilities that will be expanded or renovated (e.g. tenant 

improvements), or are known to cause violations of the FOG removal device effluent standards or FOG-related 

cleaning activities in the sanitary sewer, shall be required to install, operate, and maintain an approved type and 

adequately sized grease interceptor and/or oil/water separator designed to meet the City’s current FOG control 

requirements within 120 calendar days from notification by the City. 

3. Existing facilities without FOG removal. Existing facilities without FOG removal devices that will be 

expanded or renovated (e.g. tenant improvements), or are determined by the City to cause violations of the 

FOG removal device effluent standards or FOG-related cleaning activities in the sanitary sewer, shall be 

required to install, operate, and maintain an approved type and adequately sized grease interceptor and/or 

oil/water separator designed to meet the City’s current FOG control requirements within 180 calendar days 

from notification by the City. 

E. Requirements for FOG removal devices. 

1. Responsibility. The owner of each facility is solely responsible for the cost of FOG removal, device 

installation, inspection, cleaning, and maintenance. 

2. General Design Requirements. 
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a. No sanitary waste shall be conveyed to a FOG removal device. 

b. A downstream monitoring manhole or sampling port shall be included on all GI and OWS installations, 

unless a variance is approved by the City (for instance, if there is insufficient space). 

c. Grease interceptors and/or oil/water separators shall be installed at an exterior underground location 

where they are easily accessible for sample collection, inspection, cleaning, and removal of retained FOG, 

unless a variance is provided by the City. The location of the grease interceptor and/or oil/water separator 

must be approved by the City and may not be installed in any interior part of a building. 

d. Grease interceptors and/or oil/water separators shall be located on the facility’s side sewer downstream 

of all fixtures which may introduce FOG into the sanitary sewer and upstream of the connection to the 

sanitary sewer collection system. 

3. Grease Interceptors. Grease interceptors (GIs) shall be designed, sized, constructed, and installed in 

accordance with City standards and the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), whichever is more stringent. For 

FSEs, the type (Grease Trap or GI) and size of the FOG Removal Device shall be based on the “Sizing of GIs” 

formula as defined in the currently adopted UPC or the table below, whichever is more stringent.  All fixtures, 

equipment, and drain lines located in a facility’s food preparation and cleanup areas shall be connected to a GI, 

unless specifically approved by the City. The following types of equipment or fixtures have been identified as 

potential sources of fats, oils and grease and shall be connected to a GI per City or manufacturer’s instructions:  

pre-rinse and/or pre-wash sinks or sinks in dishwashing areas; two or three compartment sinks; wok stoves; 

self-cleaning stove ventilation/exhaust hood; kitchen floor drains; floor drains; floor sinks; mop sinks; food 

prep sinks; and hand sinks. 

Minimum Grease Interceptor Sizing Requirements 

Meter Size 

Gallons per 

Minute 1 (GPM) 

Drainage Fixture 

Units 2 (DFUs) 

Grease Interceptor  

Size 3 

5/8” 25 50 1,000 

1” 70 140 1,250 

1-1/2" 120 240 2,000 

2” 170 340 2,500 

3” 320 640 5,000 

4” 500 1,000 7,500 

6” 1,000 2,000 7,500 

> 6” DISCUSS WITH CITY 

1 Source: AWWA Standards: Displacement C700-09 and Compound Class I C702-10. 

2 1 gpm of flow is approximately equivalent to 2 DFUs. 

3 Source: Uniform Plumbing Code: Table 1014.3.6 Gravity Grease Interceptor Sizing. 

Grease traps and hydromechanical grease interceptors are not allowed unless a variance is granted if grease 

interceptors are not feasible due to space or other considerations. Hydromechanical grease interceptors, if 

allowed, must be sized, installed and maintained per the more stringent of UPC and the Plumbing and Drainage 

Institute (PDI) Standard PDI-G 101. For grease traps, if allowed, manufacturer certifications, and sizing 

calculations utilizing the more stringent of IAPMO, UPC and City guidance must be provided for review and 

approval by the City. The minimum size for an in-ground gravity grease interceptor shall be 1,000 gallons. 

Dishwashers may only be directed to GIs per City or manufacturer instructions.  City kitchen BMPs must be 

followed to minimize solids and grease from entering the dishwashers.  Dishwashers or other fixtures 

discharging emulsifying agents, such as detergents, shall be located such that their potential to adversely impact 

Commented [AMS65]: Is this table currently what's in 
the UPC? If so, consider simply just adopting whatever is in 
the UPC by reference, as it now reads and as hereafter 
amended.  

Commented [AMS66]: What is this?  

Commented [AMS67]: ? 

Commented [JM68R67]: Note from G&O 



Edgewood Municipal Code – Proposed Revisions 2/9/2023 

Chapter 11.50 DISCHARGES TO THE SEWER 

Page 43/54 

The Edgewood Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 22-642, passed December 27, 2022.  

the GI operation is minimized. All drain lines shall have permanently fixed screens with maximum 1/4-inch 

openings to prevent the pass-through of larger solids.  

A grease interceptor shall only serve one building unless otherwise approved by the City. The City reserve the 

right to require more than one grease intercepror for large buildings or buildings with more than one significant 

FOG discharger. 

Commercial food grinders and garbage disposals are not allowed. 

4. Oil/Water Separators. Oil-water separators are required for all customers that are potential dischargers of 

petroleum-based and/or non-polar FOG, including automotive-related businesses (including but not limited to 

service facilities, vehicle washing facilities and parking garages) and covered fueling stations. Vehicle service 

areas must be served by an oil/water separator and the area covered with a canopy or roof unless a variance is 

granted by the City. 

Outside areas served by oil/water separators must be designed to meet City standards. 

Indoor areas served by oil/water separators must be sized based on the table below, based on the UPC. 

Service Area 

Drained to 

Separator (ft2) 

# of Vehicles 

Stored/Serviced in 

Service Area 

Oil/Water Separator 

Capacity (gal) 

≤ 600 ≤ 3 45 

601 – 700 4 55 

701 – 800 5 60 

801 – 900 6 70 

901 – 1,000 7 75 

1,001 – 1,100 8 85 

1,101 – 1,200 9 90 

1,201 – 1,300 10 100 

≥ 1,301 ≥ 11 DISCUSS WITH CITY 

Source: Uniform Plumbing Code: Section 1017.2 Design of Interceptors.  Find the row corresponding 

to the Service Area and # of Vehicles for the facility. If these are different rows, then choose the row 

with the larger Oil/Water Separator Capacity. 

Or use the formula in Uniform Plumbing Code: Section 1017.2 Design of Interceptors. Supporting sizing 

calculations shall be submitted to the City for review and approval. 

F. Maintenance Requirements. 

1. 25 Percent Rule and FOG Disposal. Grease interceptors and/or oil/water separators shall be considered out of 

compliance if the total volume of FOG and solids displaces more than 25 percent of the effective volume of the 

final chamber of the interceptor “25 Percent Rule”. Grease interceptors and/or oil/water separator must be 

serviced and emptied of accumulated waste content as required to maintain the accumulated grease and solids 

to less than 25% of the volume of the interceptor, but not less than once every 180 calendar days. 

2. If a facility determines that cleaning every 180 calendar days is unnecessary in order to remain in compliance 

with the City's requirements, the facility may make a written application for a variance from the standard 

cleaning schedule. If a grease interceptor, oil/water separator, or other grease removal device requires repairs, 

they shall be performed within a minimum of 14 calendar days, or sooner for severe issues, as determined by 

the City. 
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3. Any facility that has a gravity grease interceptor and/or oil/water separator shall utilize a licensed rendering 

and/or disposal company for maintenance and provide a copy of an executed maintenance contract to the City. 

4. Wastes removed from a gravity grease interceptor and/or oil/water separator shall be disposed of  at a facility 

permitted to receive such waste. FOG, solids or liquids removed from the gravity grease interceptors and/or 

oil/water separators shall not be returned to any gravity grease interceptor, oil/water separator, private sanitary 

sewer line, any portion of the sanitary sewer collection system, or any portion of the stormwater system. 

5. It is the facility owner’s responsibility to inspect, monitor, maintain and report on all FOG facilities.  The 

FOG removal device must be kept in intact condition and without leaking and/or lids that do not seal.  

Elements of the FOG removal device such as baffles shall not be allowed to be broken or missing, Other issues 

that impair the device’s ability to separate FOG from wastewater must be prevented. 

6. All facilities that have a reasonable potential to discharge FOG as determined by the City must follow City 

food service establishment or automotive service BMPs to ensure that excess concentrations of FOG are not 

discharged to the sewer system. 

7. Facilities must retain maintenance records, covering at minimum the previous 12 months, for each FOG 

removal device located on the premises. 

G. Enzymes, emulsifiers, bacteria, and other agents. The direct addition into the building plumbing, grease 

interceptor, or oil/water separator of enzymes, chemicals, or other agents designed to biodegrade or emulsify the 

FOG compounds are prohibited. Any attempt to modify the interceptor into a biological reactor by adding bacterial 

or microbial agents is also prohibited. 

H. Inspection, monitoring, and reporting. 

1. Inspection. Authorized personnel from the City may inspect the FOG removal devices and other wastewater 

facilities and equipment of any User at any time during normal business hours to ascertain whether the 

applicable City pretreatment standards are being met. All facilities shall maintain a written record of inspection 

and maintenance activities and the rendering/disposal company manifest (including date of activity). A copy of 

such records shall be submitted to the City within 15 calendar days following the inspection and maintenance 

activity, and the records shall be made available for on-site inspection during all operating hours. 

2. Monitoring. Authorized personnel from the City shall have the right and access to set up on any User’s 

property devices necessary for conducting wastewater sampling inspection, compliance monitoring, and/or 

metering operations. 

3. Reporting. Facilities shall retain maintenance records, covering at minimum the previous 12 months, for each 

FOG removal device located on the premises. These records shall include the date, time, amount of waste 

emptied, hauler, and disposal site. Copies of all maintenance records (including cleaning receipts) shall be 

forwarded to the City using the form or portal designated by the City. Facilities shall also report compliance 

with maintenance requirements in a form or portal designated by the City and retain records of employee 

education/training and documentation of any BMPs. Facilities which properly report records and are compliant 

may receive City approval for fewer inspections. 

I. Enforcement. 

1. Actions. In the event that a facility has a FOG removal device that fails a visual or effluent sample analysis 

inspection, the User shall be given written notice of the non-compliant condition and must take immediate steps 

to bring the FOG removal device into compliance. The User is responsible for all associated costs. 

Failure on the part of any User to maintain continued compliance with any requirements set forth in these 

regulations may result in the initiation of enforcement action. Such enforcement action may include, but is not 

limited to, a warning letter and/or administrative fine. 

If an obstruction of the sanitary sewer collection system occurs that causes a sanitary sewer backup and/or 

overflow and such overflow can be attributed in part or in whole to an accumulation of FOG in the sanitary 
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sewer main line, the City may take appropriate enforcement actions against the generator or contributor of such 

FOG. These actions may include recovery of all costs associated with cleanup activities, fines, civil penalties, 

or a discontinuance of water service. 

2. Fines. Fines for any violation of the requirements specified herein are set forth as below.  Compliance issues 

resulting in fines must be addressed within 14 calendar days of notification or escalating additional fines may 

be assessed. The fines presented below may be tripled if the violations are determined by the City to be 

deliberate. (The City may, at its own discretion, issue a Notice of Correction or Report of Non-Compliance, 

without an accompanying fine, for the first violation.  The Notice of Correction specifies required compliance 

activities and schedules to bring the discharger into compliance.) 

a. First violation. A fine of $500.00 shall be given to the User with reference to the type of violation in 

accordance with the requirements specified herein. The fine shall be assessed to the User's utility service 

account, and any User being notified of such violation shall pay such fine, which will be included in the 

User's next regular billing for sewer service by the City.   

b. Second violation. A fine of $1,500.00 shall be assessed to the User's utility service account for a second 

violation, and any User being notified of such violation shall pay such fine, which will be included in the 

User's next regular billing for sewer service by the City. 

c. Third violation. A fine of $2,500.00 shall be assessed to the User's utility service account for a third 

violation (and for each subsequent violation thereafter), and/or service may be suspended, and any User 

being notified of such violation shall pay such fine, which will be included in the User's next regular billing 

for sewer service by the City. 

d. In addition to the above fines, the City will bill the User causing the violation for recovery of any costs 

(including all labor and materials) for investigation, cleanup and remediation associated with the violation.  

The charges assessed will recover all costs incurred, and such costs may include, but not be limited to: 

• Fines levied against the City or any allied municipality or City, such as Pierce County, City of Everett 

or Alderwood Water and Wastewater City, by any regulatory agency as a result of the violation 

• Costs of litigation and/or settlement of any third-party lawsuits brought against the City, Pierce 

County, City of Everett or Alderwood Water and Wastewater City,as a result of the violation 

• Costs of time and materials to remediate any environmental damage or other problems caused by the 

violation 

e. Any fines imposed by the City against a User shall be due within 30 calendar days of the date of the City 

sewer service billing including such fine. If the fine is not paid within 30 calendar days, the fine shall then 

be delinquent, and the City shall enforce the collection of such fine in the manner provided by City policies 

or other applicable law. 

3. Appeals. In the event a User against whom a fine for violation of the requirements specified herein has been 

imposed contests the amount of such fine or related City enforcement action, such User may request a hearing 

before the Board of Commissioners or their designee. The User must file the appeal in writing with the City, 

giving the name of the property owner, address of the property where the alleged violation occurred, the total 

amount of the violation fine, and a statement by the User as to why the User feels the fine and/or enforcement 

action should not have been assessed and/or taken. Such appeal must be filed with the City within fourteen 

calendar days after the receipt by the User of the City service billing which includes such fine, or notice of any 

enforcement action taken by the City, such as service disconnection, whichever event occurs first. The Board of 

Commissioners or their designee, upon such a hearing being requested by the customer, shall set a time, place, 

and date for such a hearing after at least seven calendar days' written notice of such hearing has been provided 

to such User, and the Board will hear such appeal. At the conclusion of such hearing, the Board may confirm, 

correct, modify, or rescind such fine or enforcement action as the Board in its discretion deems appropriate 

under the circumstances. Such appeal procedure must be followed by any User contesting such fine and/or 
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enforcement action; and a hearing must be held and a determination made by the Board prior to such User 

taking or filing any judicial action regarding any fine or enforcement action. 
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Chapter 11.55 

PRIVATE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

Sections: 

11.55.010    Private disposal systems permitted – Permit required. 

11.55.020    Abandonment. 

11.55.030    Operation and maintenance. 

11.55.040    Connecting discharge line to sewer system prohibited. 

11.55.050    Holding tanks. 

11.55.060    Privies and cesspools prohibited. 

11.55.070    Temporary portable toilets. 

11.55.010 Private disposal systems permitted – Permit required. 

A. The owner of a Phase II or III property may connect an existing or new building A structure may only connect to 

an OSS when not required to connect to the city’s sewer utility pursuant to EMC 11.35.010on-site sanitary sewage 

disposal system; provided, that an application and plans for a private disposal system have been approved by the 

TPCHDTacoma-Pierce County health department and supplied to the city prior to connecting to the OSS.  

B. Private disposal systems must be located on the same lot as the building they are designed to serve except as 

provided within EMC 16.01.120(B) and 16.01.125. No offsite septic tank, drainfield or related easements shall be 

permitted; provided, that the extension of this public health regulation shall not apply to single-family residences 

that are under order from the health department to replace a failed system, a replacement OSS is permissible under 

EMC 11.35.010, and there are not on-site alternatives available to do so.  

C. Conflicting Easements. A private disposal system permit application shall provide for certification from the 

Pierce County auditor that overlapping or conflicting easements will not result at the time a private disposal systems 

drainfield easement is recorded on a parcel. 

D. Community OSS. In order to support the growth and development of the sewer utility in accordance with the 

GSP, new and proposed community OSS’s are hereby prohibited in the city. Existing community OSS’s may 

continue to operate in accordance with TPCHD regulations, subject to the sewer utility connection requirements in 

EMC 11.35.010. 

The owner of a Phase I property that is not fronted by a city sewer may connect an existing or new building to a 

private disposal system; provided, that: 

1. A utility local improvement district has not been formed for the purpose of providing sanitary sewer service 

to the property upon which the building is to be located; and 

2. An application and plans for a private disposal system have been approved by the Tacoma-Pierce County 

health department and supplied to the city; and 

3. The owner shall be required to disconnect the property building sewer from the private disposal system, 

abandon the private disposal system as provided in EMC 11.55.020, and connect to the city sewer system 

within 90 days after the property is fronted by a city sewer. Connection to the city sewer system shall be subject 

to the requirements of Chapter 11.40 EMC. (Ord. 14-415 § 2 (Exh. A); Ord. 12-385 § 3; Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.55.020 Abandonment. 

When a building is disconnected from a private disposal system and connected to the city’s sewer, no such 

connection may be made until the private disposal system first has been abandoned as required in WAC 

246-272-18501. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.55.030 Operation and maintenance. 

The owner shall operate and maintain the private disposal system in compliance with TPCHDTacoma-Pierce 

County health department regulations (see WAC 246-272-15501). (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

Commented [JM79]: Chapter not yet reviewed by legal 

Commented [AMS80R79]: Just FYI - this was not 
included with the other chapters to be reviewed by legal 

Commented [JM81]: Need to double-check references, 
with proposed changes to EMC 16 in progress 

Commented [JM82]: Added clause to check back to 
distance requirement - we won't allow this if the sewer is 
within 300 feet. 



Edgewood Municipal Code – Proposed Revisions 2/9/2023 

Chapter 11.55 PRIVATE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

Page 48/54 

The Edgewood Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 22-642, passed December 27, 2022.  

11.55.040 Connecting discharge line to sewer system prohibited. 

Connecting a septic tank or drain field discharge line to the sewer system is prohibited. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.55.050 Holding tanks. 

A. Holding tanks shall be prohibited for permanent use except when: 

1. The TPCHDTacoma-Pierce County health department has determined that an existing private disposal 

system for an existing building has failed and cannot be repaired or replaced; and 

2. The requirements of WAC 246-272-12501(3) are met; and 

3. A city sewer does not exist within 300 feet offront the property.; or 

4. The property is not a Phase I property. 

B. A holding tank may be approved for interim use and repairs pursuant to WAC 246-272-12501. 

C. None of the pumped wastewater shall be discharged into the city sewer system. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.55.060 Privies and cesspools prohibited. 

It is unlawful to construct, maintain or discharge wastewater into any privy, privy vault, or cesspool. (Ord. 06-271 § 

1). 

11.55.070 Temporary portable toilets. 

Installation and use of temporary portable toilets shall be prohibited except for the following: 

A. Construction Project. When the number of permanent sanitary facilities meeting the requirements of WAC 

296-155-140(4)(b) and (c) is not available, temporary portable toilets shall be provided and maintained in 

conformance with WAC 296-155-140(4). 

B. Special Events. When permanent sanitary facilities meeting the requirements of subsection (B)(2) of this section 

are not available, temporary portable toilets shall be provided. 

1. Construction and Maintenance. Construction and maintenance shall be as provided in WAC 296-155-140(4). 

2. Number of Units. The minimum number of toilets (permanent water closets and temporary portable toilets) 

required shall be as required for assembly places where fixture use is not limited to intermissions, as set forth in 

Table 2902.1 of the IBC. A 50/50 distribution of the sexes shall be assumed. 

3. Unisex. Separate toilets shall not be required for each sex. 

4. Accessibility. The first temporary portable toilet shall be wheelchair accessible. One additional accessible 

temporary portable toilet shall be required for each additional 50 temporary portable toilets. 

5. Hand Washing Facilities. Hand washing facilities shall be provided when temporary portable toilets are used 

as set forth in Table 2902.1 of the IBC. Hand washing facilities shall provide wash water between 70 and 100 

degrees Fahrenheit. Hand towels shall be provided in a sanitary container and a receptacle shall be provided for 

used towels. Hand soap shall be provided. 

6. Construction and Maintenance. Temporary portable toilets shall be constructed and maintained as provided 

in WAC 296-155-140(4). 

C. A permit may be issued for temporary private use when the director finds that such use is necessary because of 

mitigating circumstances. Construction and maintenance shall be as provided in WAC 296-155-140(4). (Ord. 

06-271 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.60 

RATES AND BILLING PROCEDURES 

Sections: 

11.60.010    Purpose. 

11.60.020    Lakehaven Utility District Receiving Jurisdiction sewer rates – Adoption by reference. 

11.60.030    Lakehaven Utility District Receiving Jurisdiction sewer charges – Adoption by reference. 

11.60.040    City utility sewer rates. 

11.60.050    Billing and collection. 

11.60.060    City conveyance development charge. 

11.60.010 Purpose. 

The rates and charges set forth or otherwise adopted by reference in this chapter shall apply to the sanitary sewer 

utility established under this title. (Ord. 11-376 § 1; Ord. 11-364 § 1). 

11.60.020 Lakehaven Utility District Receiving Jurisdiction sewer rates – Adoption by reference. 

All sanitary sewer bills will be prepared by the cityLUD and will includeconsist of two portionscharges: the city 

sewer charge and the Receiving JurisdictionLUD sewer charge. The rates for sanitary sewer service set forth in by 

each Receiving JurisdictionSection 2 of Lakehaven Utility District Resolution No. 2009-1146, as the same now 

exists and as may subsequently be amended, revised or superseded, are hereby adopted by reference and 

incorporated herein as if set forth in full.  For purposes of this chapter, any future amendments or revisions of said 

ratesresolution shall be in full force automatically in the city upon the effective date thereof. A true and complete 

copy of said ratesresolution, including any subsequent amendments or modifications thereof, shall be maintained at 

Edgewood City Hall and made available for public inspection and photocopying upon request. (Ord. 11-376 § 1; 

Ord. 11-364 § 1). 

11.60.030 Lakehaven Utility DistrictReceiving Jurisdiction sewer charges – Adoption by reference. 

The charges and fees applicable to sanitary sewer service set forth by each Receiving Jurisdictionin Lakehaven 

Utility District Resolution No. 2010-1171, as the same now exists and as may subsequently be amended, revised or 

superseded, are hereby adopted by reference and incorporated herein as if set forth in full.  For purposes of this 

chapter, any future amendments or revisions of said charges and feesresolution shall be in full force automatically in 

the city upon the effective date thereof.  A true and complete copy of said charges and feesresolution, including any 

subsequent amendments or modifications thereof, shall be maintained at Edgewood City Hall and made available for 

public inspection and photocopying upon request. (Ord. 11-376 § 1; Ord. 11-364 § 1). 

11.60.040 City utility sewer rates. 

All sewer bills will be prepared by the cityLUD and will include two portions: the city sewer charge and the 

Receiving JurisdictionLUD sewer charge. The city sewer charge includes a monthly base rate of $5.00 for all 

customers, plus a usage rate of $0.95 per 100 cubic feet of water usage.  It is intended that the Receiving 

JurisdictionLUD will compute water usage as defined hereinin LUD Resolution No. 2009-1146, as the same now 

exists and as may subsequently be amended, revised or superseded. The residential (single and multifamily) bills use 

wet month average, all others use actual water usage. Rates for city usage are listed in the rate table below for the 

period 202412 through 202816 and are based on the recommendation within the GSP report attached to the 

ordinance codified in this chapter, titled City of Edgewood Sewer Rate Study. 

The volume portion of the sewer charge for residential accounts is based upon the water meter readings for the 

months of January, February, March and April, and is recalculated each year.  New customers will beare assigned a 

usage amount of 800 cubic feet per month (1,600 per two-month cycle), which is an average usage for a typical 

household. New customers wishing not to use the above estimate can opt for the other alternatives within LUD 

Resolution No. 2009-1146, as the same now exists and as may subsequently be amended, revised or superseded. 
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Rate Table 

City of Edgewood Sewer Rate for the Period 202412 – 202816 

Base rate per month $5.00  

Usage rate per 100 cubic feet* $0.95  

 
*    Wet month average for residential per LUD definition. 

(Ord. 11-376 § 1; Ord. 11-364 § 1). 

11.60.050 Billing and collection. 

Unless otherwise specified by city ordinance, the city, or the Receiving JurisdictionLakehaven Utility District shall, 

on the city’s behalf, shall directly bill sanitary sewer utility customers on a bi-monthly basis. If the Receiving 

Jurisdiction is billing on the city’s behalf, they and shall remit collections therefrom to the city in accordance with 

applicable interlocal agreement(s) between the city and the Receiving JurisdictionLakehaven Utility District. All 

delinquent and unpaid rates and charges for sanitary sewer services, including interest thereon, shall be a lien upon 

the property to which the sanitary sewer is furnished superior to all other liens and encumbrances whatsoever, 

except those for general taxes and local and special assessments. Pursuant to RCW 35.67.215, the city’s sewerage 

lien shall be effective for a total not to exceed one year’s delinquent service charges without the necessity of any 

writing or recording of the lien with the county auditor. (Ord. 11-376 § 1; Ord. 11-364 § 1). 

11.60.060 City conveyance development charge. 

The city shall collect charges for the capital cost of conveyance development, EMC 11.40.110(C), from all 

properties not within the city’s local improvement district, LID No. 1, and shall be designated the in the form of a 

conveyance development charge, CDC. The city shall collect the CDC, which equitably and fairly distributes the 

capital costs of the conveyance system to all newly served properties within the cityPhase I sewer system boundary 

which did not participate in the city’s LID No. 1.   

The CDC shall be collected in a manner which relates the actual usage a property may place on the sewer system to 

its proportionate share of the cost of the above-described conveyance system. The CDC shall include the 

proportionate cost of construction of the existing conveyance development, designated per equivalent residential 

unit, ERU, as determined by the GSPreport attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter titled, City of 

Edgewood Conveyance Charge Calculation.  

Upon request for a new sewer connection, for properties within the Phase I sewer service area, as described within 

the city’s GSPgeneral sewer plan, LUDthe city shall make a determination of the ERU usage applicable to the 

property. For purposes of this determination an ERU for service shall consist of a projected usage of 150220 gallons 

per day of sewage flow. A single-family dwelling unit shall be assigned one ERU as a conveyance development 

charge. Each multifamily dwelling unit and each mobile home situated in a mobile home park shall be assigned 0.67 

ERU. Each accessory dwelling unit, approved for occupancy by the city, shall be assigned 0.34 ERU.   

All nonresidential connections shall pay the sewer system conveyance development charge determined by the 

cityLUD to reflect anticipated demand on the sewer system for the planned use of the property. The minimum 

estimated demand for the property shall not be less than one ERU. 

The conveyance development charge for each ERU of sewer service for the year 2012 shall be $4,700. For each year 

thereafter for a period not to exceed 10 years, a cumulative interest rate of 4.625 percent per year shall be added to 

the conveyance development charge to reflect the financing charge placed on the LID participant. The conveyance 

development charge shall be collected prior to connection. Unless otherwise specified by city ordinance, the 

cityLakehaven Utility District shall, on the city’s behalf, collect the appropriate conveyance development charge 

from the customer and shall remit collections therefrom to the city in accordance with applicable interlocal 

agreement(s) between the city and Lakehaven Utility District.  
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Edgewood Conveyance Development Charge 

Ten-Year Charges with 

Interest 
 4.625% 

2012 $4,700  

2013 $4,917  

2014 $5,145  

2015 $5,383  

2016 $5,632  

2017 $5,892  

2018 $6,165  

2019 $6,450  

2020 $6,748  

2021 $7,060 

 
(Ord. 11-376 § 1). 
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Chapter 11.65 

VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

Sections: 

11.65.010    Civil infractions. 

11.65.020    Failure to connect. 

11.65.030    Disconnection of side sewer. 

11.65.040    Criminal violations. 

11.65.050    Other civil violations. 

11.65.010 Civil infractions. 

The following actions shall be separate civil infractions of this code, which shall be enforceable pursuant to Chapter 

1.10 EMC, General Penalty: 

A. Violation of any of the conditions of the connection permit and agreement. 

B. Tampering with, disturbing, removing, damaging, or destroying any part of the city’s sewer system. 

C. Connecting more than one building to a side sewer without written approval from the director. 

D. Connecting pipes carrying surface water or groundwater to a side sewer or a plumbing system that drains to the 

side sewer. 

E. Failure to meet the requirements of EMC 11.45.020 before connecting to an existing side sewer. 

F. Connecting a septic tank or drain field discharge line to the sewer system. 

G. Failure to connect to the sewer when required under regulations contained in this title. The penalty shall be as 

provided in EMC 11.65.020. 

H. Discharging any material into a manhole or cleanout without a written permit from the director. 

I. Discharging prohibited materials into the sewer system. 

J. Discharging wastewater to other than a sewer or septic tank or other device that has been approved by the 

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department. 

K. Discharging wastewater or septic tank effluent to any storm drain, natural outlet, or upon the land within the city. 

L. Installing a sewer line within 10 feet of a water line, except as provided in EMC 11.35.020. 

M. Construction or planting within an easement in violation of EMC 11.35.060. 

N. Obstruction of city access to or within an easement. 

O. Incorporating materials or equipment in a public works or system extension project not meeting the requirements 

of the agreement, project specifications, or design and construction standards. 

P. Providing false information in application for a sewer system connection, system extension, record drawing, or on 

any other document or application related to the sewer utility. 

Q. Failure to install and maintain a grease, oil, and sand interceptor when so required by this title.  

R. Adding, injecting or placing emulsifiers, enzymes, or other additives to the sewer system or to wastewater that 

will be discharged into the sewer system that have not been approved in writing by the director. 
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S. Failure to permit access for inspections during normal business hours or obstructing a city inspector while 

attempting to make an inspection. 

T. Constructing, maintaining, or discharging wastewater into a privy, privy vault, or cesspool. 

U. Failure to meet the requirements of EMC 11.55.070 when providing or being required to provide temporary 

portable toilets. (Ord. 20-572 § 4 (Exh. D); Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.65.020 Failure to connect. 

If a property is required and fails to connect to the sewer system pursuant to EMC 11.40.010(A) or (B), the owner 

shall be required to pay a penalty equal to normal monthly charges pursuant to RCW 35.67.190. All other properties 

failing to connect, as required, shall be subject to penalties as otherwise may be set by the council. (Ord. 06-271 § 

1). 

11.65.030 Disconnection of side sewer. 

If a side sewer to a property is discharging prohibited materials, as defined in Chapter 11.50 EMC, to the city sewer 

system, and the owner of that property does not immediately stop such discharge following such notice, in addition 

to penalties provided for above, the city shall block or disconnect the side sewer to the property of such owner.  

Monthly charges for sewer service shall continue unless the owner voluntarily relinquishes his connection pursuant 

to EMC 11.40.100. The owner shall pay the costs for such disconnection and reconnection, if any, as shall be set by 

ordinance of the council. (Ord. 06-271 § 1). 

11.65.040 Criminal violations. 

A. It is unlawful and a misdemeanor to make or cause to be made or to maintain any sewer connection with any 

sewer of the city, or with any sewer which is connected directly or indirectly with any sewer of the city, without 

obtaining a permit and paying the connection charge (RCW 35.67.350). 

B. Any person who commits civil infractions listed in EMC 11.65.010(B), (F), (H), (I), (J), (K), (P), (R), or (S) shall 

also be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $5,000 or by 

imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or by both fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 20-572 § 4 

(Exh. D); Ord. 06-271 § 1. Formerly § 11.65.050). 

11.65.050 Other civil violations. 

Except as otherwise specified herein, violations of this title shall be deemed civil violations subject to enforcement 

pursuant to EMC Title 7, Code Enforcement. (Ord. 20-572 § 4 (Exh. D)). 



Edgewood Municipal Code – Proposed Revisions 2/9/2023 

Chapter 11.70 NON-CORE WEST PHASE I SEWER 

AREA 

Page 54/54 

The Edgewood Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 22-642, passed December 27, 2022.  

Chapter 11.70 

NON-CORE WEST PHASE I SEWER AREA 

Sections: 

11.70.010    Purpose – Applicability. 

11.70.020    City of Fife sanitary sewer regulations adopted – Enforcement authority. 

11.70.030    Sewer works design standards. 

11.70.010 Purpose – Applicability. 

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize and effectuate the city of Fife’s provision of sanitary sewer service to the 

Non-Core West Phase I sewer area in accordance with the November 5, 2013, interlocal agreement between the city 

of Fife and the city of Edgewood regarding sanitary sewer service (“interlocal agreement”). The provisions of this 

chapter shall govern and apply exclusively to the Non-Core West Phase I sewer area as defined by the city’s general 

sewer plan and depicted in Appendix A. (Ord. 15-439 § 1). 

11.70.020 City of Fife sanitary sewer regulations adopted – Enforcement authority. 

Chapters 13.08, 13.09, 13.12 and 13.14 of the Fife Municipal Code, including any future amendments or additions 

thereto, are hereby adopted by reference and shall govern and apply to the Non-Core West Phase I sewer area. 

Pursuant to RCW 35A.12.140, a complete copy of said regulations shall be filed with and maintained in the office of 

the city clerk for use and examination by the public. Subject to and in accordance with the interlocal agreement, the 

city of Fife shall have the authority and responsibility to enforce said regulations, to collect rates and charges from 

sewer customers, and to collect delinquent sewer customer accounts within the Non-Core West Phase I sewer area. 

(Ord. 15-439 § 1). 

11.70.030 Sewer works design standards. 

All sewage works constructed within the Non-Core West Phase I sewer area shall be designed in accordance with 

the latest edition of the Washington State Department of Ecology’s “Criteria for Sewage Works Design”; provided, 

if another section of this chapter imposes a more stringent standard, then the sewage works shall be designed to the 

more stringent standard. (Ord. 15-439 § 1). 
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